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A renowned Kalabari
R e g e n t C h i e f
S u n d a y O l u

Princewill was over the
weekend laid to rest at his
Buguma country home, in
A k u k u - T o r u L o c a l
Government Area of Rivers
State amidst pomp and
pageantry.
Delivering the sermom at t

he open air funeral service in
honour of the deceased Rev.
E.S. Woko who led other
ministers of God from the first
Baptist Church Buguma City
said funeral sermon is
actually meant for the living
and not the dead.
He charged the sea of

mourners to make the best use
of the opportunities they have
as mortals as they have but a
short time to live on earth.
According to the man of

God, the length of time one
spends does not matter but
what he/she did with the given
opportunities. !you should
make a difference with your
opportunities. Try to help
others with it as much as you
can and as well prepare your
soul for eternal life because
life transcends this earth", he
advised.
Taking his text from the

Holy Bible James 4:13-17,
Rev. Woko admonished
Christians not to be anxious of
their plans but seek first the

Chief S.O. Laid To Rest Amidst Pomp And Pageantry
face and permission of God as
the giver of life.
In the funeral oration read by

M r. E b i a n g a E g w e y e
Princewill on behalf of the
family the !Dein Piribo (I) of
Kalabari" (peacemaker) was
described as a lovable person
who never declined any
clarion call to serve humanity
in any capacity, either elective
or appointive.
Enumerating the over 20

social clubs in which the late
Chief Princewill belonged
including commissioner for
the Rivers State Boys Scout
Council, the family noted that
none of the duties conflicted
neither did they deprive the
family members of the love
and devotion.
!We take solace in the fact

that Chief S.O. lived a fulfilled
and eventful life", adding that
the Amayanabo of Kalabari
has lost a towering figure;
Kalabari nation has lost one of
its finest counselors, and
indeed Rivers State will
certainly feel the impact of the
vacuum he occupied in
community relations.
H o w e v e r , s o m e t h i n g

remarkable happened at this
point as if acknowledging the
honour done him there was a
great thunder and lightening
which eventually ushered in a
heavy down pour that lasted
for over 30 minutes.

T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t
heightened the drumming and
dancing of various groups and
organ iza t ions a t the i r
canopies led by the famous
Sound Force Band.
In a random sampling of

mourners' opinion by this
pub l i ca t ion they were
surprisingly unanimous over
their impression of late Chief
prinicewill as a peacemaker
and lover of peace who they
noted worked tirelessly for the
unity and progress of the
Kalabari Kingdom.
H o n . ( D r . ) T a m m y

Danagogo, Rivers State
Commissioner for Local
Government and Chieftaincy
Affairs who is also one of his
son's in-law described the
deceased as a wonderful in-
law and an epitome of
d i p l o m a t i c y w h o s e
magnanimity earned him the
!Dein Piribo I of Kalabari
Land (peacemaker).
The controversial former

Ijaw Youth Congres, IYC
President, Alhaji Dokubo
Asari who was also among the
Kalabari Chiefs adorned in
their black attires in a chat
with newsmen explained that
the traditional drumbeat was

actual ly to herald the
Amanyanabo of Kalabari
with his Chiefs to pay their
last respect to their deceased
colleague.
Hon. Theodore Georgewill,

S.A. to the Governor on
Waterfront Development said
the deceased who was his
wife's uncle would be
remembered for the peace and
unity he brought to the
kingdom.
He has played his role and

well too which needs to be
emulated", he said.
Mr. Eleye Princewill, head

of a group of Boat Regatta
who wore on black singlet

By
Joe Kalu a n d G e o r g e w r a p p e r

displayed their paddle as they
sang and danced around in
appreciation of the deceased
h e r o i c o u t i n g s a n d
achievements. He said
nothing was too big to honour
the late Rageant. Eleye also
used the opportunity to
advise people on the need to
preserve their culture.
Dignitaries from all walks

of life graced the occasion
i n c l u d i n g p o l i t i c i a n s
religious leaders, business
m o g u l s , c a p t a i n s o f
industries as well as chiefs
and elders.

The Association of
Medical Laboratory
Scientists of Nigeria,

AMLS said it is poised to take
its rightful position in the
society.
Speaking with newsmen last

week in Port Harcourt during
its week long celebration of
this year's Biomedical Week
w i t h t h e t h e m e ! N o n
Communicable Diseases and
You", the Rivers State Chapter
Chairman of the association
Dr. Chris Mbata (JP) lamented
that the practice of Medical
Laboratory Science in the state
is not what it should be.
For instance, he noted, !there

is no Directorate of Medical
Laboratory Science in the state
Ministry of Health and
Hospital Management Board
which has resulted in the non-
inclusion of our members in
functional committees".
The assoc ia t i on a l so

indicated its readiness to
partner with Government to
open new frontiers towards
the actualization of effective
medical laboratory services as
well as the elimination of
quacks from the system.
Dr. Mbata explained that

AMLS members are the only
health professionals with
e t h i c a l a n d l e g a l
responsibilities, trained and
licensed by the Medical
Laboratory Council of Nigeria
to analyse human or animal
t i s s u e s , b o d y f l u i d s ,
excretions, production of
biologicals and fabrication of
equipment for the purpose of
medical laboratory diagosis,

Med lab Scientists On The Rescue
By

Joe Kalu

treatment and research.
Mbata who is also a partime

lecturer of the course at the
Rivers State University of
Science Technology, Port
Harcourt disclosed that as part
of his association's and
professional responsibilities
to the public it organized the
Biomedical Week whose
objectives among others were
to educate members of the
public on health problems,
p r o v i d e f r e e m e d i c a l
labora tory serv ices to
members of the public as well
as recognizing and rewarding
individuals/organizations
w i t h o u t s t a n d i n g
contributions to the health
sector.
Towards this end the

chairman disclosed further
that over 600 persons from
Omudioga community in
Emohua and Oyigbo LGAs
benefited from the free
treatment.
AMLS also extended its free

services to members of the
State House of Assembly in
other to nip the problem of
cardiac arrest and sudden
deaths in the land in the bud.
D r. M b a t a u s e d t h e

opportunity to commend the
state government led by Rt.
Hon Ch ibu i ke Ro t im i
Amaechi for its decision to
rebuild most hospitals and the
construction of 150 modern
health centres in the state, and
pleaded that his members be
considered in manning these
health institutions.

He specially appreciated the
c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f t h e
EMOLGA Council boss
Emeka Woke during their
stay at his domain.
Highlights of the week long

activity was the giving of
Gold Excellence Awards to
six eminent individuals who
distinguished themselves in
their callings and have also
b e e n o f t r e m e n d o u s
assistance to the growth and
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e
association.
They include His Majesty,

King T.J.T. Princewill,
Amanyanabo of Kalabari;
Hon Dakuku Peterside, the
State Commissioner for
Works;
Surveyor Akhigbeh Irene,

Rivers State Association of
Private Practicing Surveyor
Chief Azubuike Nmerukini,
Mayor of Port Harcourt City
Council; Chief Precious
Ofor j i (JP), Execut ive
Cha i rman Oy igbo LG
Council and Hon (Engr).
C h u k w u e m e k a Wo k e ,
Executive Chairman Emohua
LG Council.
Among theAMLS members

present at the occasion were
Martins Onyedikam, Mark
Diala, Mrs. Rhoda Nwalozie
and Dr. Ferdinand Ezeiruaku
others were Dr. Chris Mbata
(JP), Comrade Emma Taidein
Singabele S/Sgt Theophilus
Anyagu and Miss Enebeli
Maureen Nneka.
Yet others were Mrs. Bella

Noni Deresoma-Onuoha;
Avi-Humphrey Boma and
Ezi, Christie Ujunwa.

Worried by various
a n t i c s o f
u n s c r u p u l o u s

individuals and fraudsters
who lure job seekers into
purchasing fictitious job
forms of the Niger Delta
Ministry, Obong Ufot Ekatte
over the weekend alerted the

N!Delta Ministry:
Job Forms Not On Sale

By
Wilson Uchendu ~Minister

public over this unwholesome
development warning that the
ministry has neither started the
employment of individuals
into the ministry nor asked any
group or individual to do so on
its behalf in the form of selling

and dissemination of job
forms.
In a statement signed by the

minister and made available to
the News Agency of Nigeria,
NAN he stated that the
employment wou ld be
conducted through recognized
organs of government to give
a l l a n d s u n d r y e q u a l
opportunity to participate in
the recruitment exercise
whenever the ministry comes
up with that.
The minister said in the

statement: !Niger Delta job
forms are not on sale; so
nobody should claim to be
acting on behalf of the
ministry to sell any form.
It would be inhuman for the

ministry, which is trying to
empower the people of the
Niger Delta to begin to sell job
f o r m s t o t h e s a m e
impoverished people it is
meant to serve".
The minister maintained in

the statement that there is a
gentleman agreement by all
stakeholders in the Niger
D e l t a t o c o n d u c t t h e
recruitment exercise on the
principle of equity by giving
every qualified candidate for
the job a deserved chance.
The statement quoted the

honorab le min is te r as
persuading the general public
to report any body or group
purported to be selling the
ministry's forms to the law
enforcement agents for arrest
and onward prosecution.Ufot Ekatte Dr. Chris Mbata and his Exco

Chief S.O.
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The Governor of Central
Bank , CBN, Pro f
Charles Chukwuma

Soludo has cautioned that the
!barrage of attacks" on Nigeria's
economy in view of the recent
global economic recession by
the media would only do the
economy no good. The erudite
e c o n o m i s t s a n g u i n e l y
maintained while speaking to the
media yesterday, that the CBN
has developed an economy
strategy to withstand the impact
o f the g loba l economic
meltdown pointing out that
although the impact of the
recession is being felt in Nigeria
just as many other nations are
being hit, Nigeria's case is no
where catastrophic.

One of the strategic measures
adopted by the CBN according to
Prof. Soludo to absorb the shock
of the economic meltdown was
the shoring up of a huge foreign
reserve where the CBN saved
more than 20 billion dollars even
in the face of pressures from
some national and international
organizations to liquidate the
reserve where according to the
CBN governor some went as far
as writing President Umaru
Musa Yar'Adua on the manner
wh ich he (So ludo ) was

Global Economic Meltdown: Soludo Reassures Nigerians,
Parallel Exchange Market Illegal

By
Wilson Uchendumanaging the nation's economy

but Prof. Soludo maintained that
in the face of all those challenges
the CBN refused to dance to the
whims and caprices of any
national or international group
and did what it (CBN) considered
to be appropriate and expedient.

When asked of the issue of high
interest rate charged by banks in
the country and its negative
impact on the economy, Prof.
Soludo pointed out that during
the 60s, 70s, and 80s, Nigeria
operated a controlled interest rate
where the interest rate by banks
was pegged at a particular digit
by the CBN but averred that such
practices had become obsolete
a n d a b a n d o n e d b e c a u s e
according to him, it is never
practiced anywhere in the world
and furthermore the economy
became stunted by this practice.

As soon as inflation comes
down from two digits to one digit
status, according to the CBN boss
the interest rate charged by banks
would naturally come down.

H o w e v e r , M r . P a t r i c k
Nwankwo, a banker told

that the CBN governor
was right. He said !There is more
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inflation in Nigeria and it can
only have an adverse effect on the
interest rates by banks.

The industrialized world have
less inflation and also low
interest rates, for instance, the
Nigeria's inflation rate stands at
14% while that of the United
States currently is 0.2%.
Invariably United States' interest
rates would be much lower than
ours".

On the depreciating value of the
Naira to that of the dollar, the
CBN governor pointed out that
compared to other stronger
economies, naira's depreciation
of about 24.5% is not too bad
Prof Soludo said !We have
conserved our foreign exchange
and for a minimum of three years,
we could continue to finance our
basic needs.

South Afr ican rand has
depreciated by 41%, that of
Russia by 45%, Brazil by 35%
and British Pound by 45% and
therefore when you compare all
these figures to our (Nigeria's)
24.5-25%, and juding from
where we came from in view of
what is happening to major,

stronger economics, we may not
be doing badly at all. Even the
Euro has depreciated by 15%"

The CBN governor maintained
that had Nigeria diversified her
economy and encouraged more
exports and other alternative
earners of foreign exchange, the
stability of naira would have
been sustained.

On the operations of the
parallel exchange markets, the
CBN Governor pointed out that
a s f r o m n e x t w e e k ,
!clarifications and information
from the CBN would be sent to
the public that literally all
legitimate transactions involving
exchange rates could be met
officially through the banks. The
banks would bid for you at the
official exchange rate".

Prof Soludo reiterated that it is
only in Nigeria where !foreign
exchange is sold like tomato" on
the streets without proper
documentation, pointing out that
operations of parallel markets
are illegal.

He said !Even if one needs
1000 pounds in South African
market, forms would be filled,
and documentations carried out.

Unless one wants to hide
something, I don't see the need of
going to the streets to buy
foreign currencies, if someone is
involved in money laundering or

smuggling, he wouldn't go to the
banks but to the streets".

The Central Bank of Nigeria
according to Prof Soludo has
stopped the selling of foreign
exchange to Bureau De Change
because it fritters away the
nation's foreign reserve.

A thorough look into the
financial capabilities
of our various airlines

and their functionalities strictly
reveal that a vast majority of
them are today operating on
very lean purses as a result of the
current global economic
recession which has equally
s e e n w o r l d a c c l a i m e d
conglomerates like AIG, G.M
Motors, (America) etc reeling
under its adverse and crunchy
effects.

From available statistics and
data, several of these may not
survive till the end of this year.
As at the time of going to the
press, gathered
that to pay salaries by our
domestic airlines is now a
Herculean task while operations
rather than bring in profits end
up gulping more than realized
and operational expenses stands
on the roof.

Based on the foregoing, the
Airline Operators of Nigeria
(AON) has intended to seek the
understanding of the Federal
Government to possibly grant it
what it calls a !bail out
strategy".

Being the governing body of
the operators in Nigeria, AON
says its plans include to request
that the Federal Airports
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN)
allows members some waivers
amongst some of the charges
they pay and equally make for
some reductions on other taxes
and tariffs.

Presently, the International
Airport Association (IATA) has
stated in its regular report that all
of African Airlines may, based
on the current economic
meltdown loose close to $600
million dollars.

Noting this development
therefore, AON says it is not
only in Nigeria that Airlines are
suffering presently but, that the
difference is that while in other
countries like the United States
and the United Kingdom
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Economic Meltdown: Domestic Airlines'
Economies Shaky~ May Fold Up

government are assisting their
carriers towards overcoming the
r e c e s s i o n t h e N i g e r i a n
Government is yet to come to
terms with this reality .

According to AON sources in
t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m ,
p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s h a v e
approached their government to
prepare adequately to reinstate
and replace Air Passenger Duty
(APD) with a per-plane tax so as
to enable airline fill flights more
effectively.

While the global threat takes its
toll on our domestic carriers,
another problem the AON is
complaining about is the sharp
decline in patronage by those
who fly business class seats.
This very class of passengers
pay almost thrice what those on
the economy class pay though
depending on the rout and the
destination.

Speaking yesterday under
strict conditions of anonymity,
one of the airline operators noted
that a lot of his colleagues are
today heavily in debt. Some owe
the banks, some others owe the
FAAN, the Nigerian Airspace
Management Agency (NAMA),
the Nigerian Civil Aviation
Services, who are the new
managers of the new domestic
Murtala Mohamed Airport
(MMA2).

These myriads of debts
according to our source may
soon chase the domestic
operators into extinction.

Our source remarked that aside
from the problems of debts, that
workers remain unpaid for
upwards of four five months.
This he said is an unhealthy
situation.

was able to get
from our source who works for
one of the domestic airlines
owned by a northerner that while
passengers are fast dwindling,
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maintenance cost in the same
vein keeps sky-rocketing as
airport charges remain the
highest all over the world.

Currently, retrenchment is
going on where it has not been
carried out already, he said and
this will go round as according
to him everybody is affected by
the crunch.

Q u o t i n g t h e D i r e c t o r,
Corporate Communications
Afr iget A i r l ines, A lha j i
Mohamed Tukur !the airline
business in Nigeria right now is
critical" he added and that
unfortunately Government
seems not to look at it the way it
is.

Tukur reiterated the need for
G o v e r n m e n t i m m e d i a t e
intervent ion not ing that
presently, a lot of flights take off
with less that 30 passengers
from Lagos to Abuja the
h e a v i e s t a n d t h e m o s t
patronized route, !you can
imagine what is going on at the
other less patronized routs?"

Tukur went ahead to proffer
solutions to the situation. One of
his prescribed therapies is that
airlines should interline their
operations to cut costs. He
explained that interline is a
voluntary commercial working
agreement between airlines to
handle passengers traveling on
routs that require multiple
airlines.

According to him, when a
ticket is issued on an interline
programme, one of the carriers
marketing flights in that
programme will be selected by
the ticketing agent as the plating
carrier.

Meanwhile, a plating carrier
picks the entire fare as paid by
all the customers and thus is
vested with the responsibility of
distributing the proceeds to
o t h e r a i r l i n e s i n t h e
programming or itinerary as the
airlines carry the passenger. By

this arrangement then, the
plating carrier gets the benefit
of cash flow balance.

By
Pascal Agbada

The Rivers Pragmatic
Forum have debunked
claims from certain

quarters that the Chief of Staff to
the Governor of Rivers State Chief
Nyeson Wike was ordered to be
arrested by the court under the
auspices of Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC).

Speaking to newsmen, the
President of the Forum, Comrade
Ordinance Odinakachi Emeji also
condemned another group known
as Democracy and the People for
asking the Chief of Staff to resign
having been granted to appear
before the court.

However, in a swift reaction,
Comrade Emeji argued that
appearing in court is not strictly
enough reason for the Chief of Staff
to resign having not been found
guilty by the court of competent
jurisdiction. Rather, the court only
said the EFCC should go ahead
with his trial.

The Pragmat ic Ch ie f ta in
therefore advised that such groups
should stop deceiving the public
and equally reduce the rate at which

Group Debunks Wike's Arrest
they serve the people with hot lies.

!We know the Chief of Staff, his
antecedents even when he was a
local government chairman, he
definitely was not in any way
found wanting" he said.

In a related development, the
youthful President has hit back at
critics who have continued to
peddle the rumour that Governor
Amaechi is only trying to impress
the masses because of how he
came into office.

Comrade Emeji noted that such
statements coming at a time when
the regime is almost consolidating
its march towards enhancing the
lives of the indigenes shows how
petty and cynical such people can
be.

He said that it is no longer secret
that the Governor Amaechi has
come to stay after reclaiming his
stolen mandate, but he has gone a
step forward in winning the hearts
of the masses, the pauperized and
the helpless and this is what is
probably not going down well
with the opposition.

According to him, the governor's
fame has gone even beyond the

shores of Rivers State hence the
University of Illorin called him last
week to be Chief guest in the
presentation of a paper !Niger-
Delta: Manifestation and the
Management of Crisis" during the
22 Distinguished Personality
Lecture at the Univers i ty
auditorium.

There is no gainsaying the fact
Emeji said, that the Governor is on
the threshold of history having
opened the eyes of the masses to
the fact that Rivers State can be a
better place, a haven of sorts in fact.
This, he maintained, the opposition
through several mediums want to
stop but then the God that planned
and instituted the reign ofAmaechi
would definitely not let that happen
as he assured that under such
circumstances God will always rise
to the occasion.

He therefore said that it will pay
such political jubbers no dividend
to continually indulge in such
campaign of calumny aimed at
nothing but maligning the ever
hard working profile of Amaechi
because God said it, we believe it
and that settles it.
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