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The organizers of the revered African
Jewel Award , Af r ican Focus
Incorporated (AFI), US, has picked

Stephanie Okereke, an award-winning
Nollywood actress, as one of the recipients at
this year's event. Sexy Okereke will be
recognized during the 2009 Annual African
GoodwillAwards dinner onApril 25.

According to the organizers, Okereke's
tenacity, wit, intelligence, grace and natural
acting abilities has earned her a reputation as
one of the best actresses on the African
continent and in Nollywood, the third largest
film industry in the world. A graduate of
English and Literal studies, Okereke made her
first venture into film in 1997. By 2003, she
had already won the Reel Awards "Best
Actress" for her role in the movie "Emotional
Crack." In 2005, she was a nominee for the
Africa Movie Academy Awards [AMAA]. On
her way to AMAA, however, tragedy struck
when she was involved in a terrible car
accident that left her with a broken leg and
burns on her face and hands. Okereke, with a
fighting and determined spirit, bounced back
and by 2006, she won the Afro-Hollywood
Awards, Film Makers USA Award for
Excellence with subsequent awards in 2007
for the Miriam Makeba Award for Excellence
and 2008 Beyond theTears Humanitarian.

Awards for her work against rape and
vesico vaginal fistula and HIV/AIDS.

Not satisfied with being just an actress
and wanting to create a voice and other roles
for African women in Africa's film industry,
Okereke came to the United States to study
film at the NewYork FilmAcademy at

Universal Studios, Los Angeles. Armed
wi th her knowledge, in te l l igence,
determination and creativity, Okereke
established her production company "Next
Page Productions" and has recently expanded
her portfolio to include the titles of director,
writer and producer in her first feature
Hollywood-Nollywood hybrid film, "Through
the Glass," creating what she hopes is a
preview of the direction and roles African
women will embrace in the film industry.
Amazingly, the film is up for nomination in
this year's AMAA, for the Best Picture
c a t e g o r y . O t h e r distingu
i s h e d n o m i n e e s
alongside Miss
Okereke, in the
for thcoming
a w a r d
include: US
born and
Grammy
a w a r d
winning
s i n g e r ,
C h a k a
K h a n ,
D a m e
Pat ience
Good luck
J o n a t h a n ,
Monique, Hope
Foye and apostle
Frederick
Pric

African Jewel Award to
honour Stephanie Okereke

The face of Nollywood star, Olu
Jacobs is set to grace the popular
television comedy series, Papa

Ajasco and Company. The veteran
actor will be featuring in the new series
of the programme entitled Made in
India.

Jacobs, who's playing the role of a
Vice Chancellor in the series, says he
feels good working with Wale
Adenuga, the producer because "the
script is treating a prevalent issue in
our campuses".

Made in India dwells on the
nagg ing i ssue o f sexua l
harassment in the campuses, with
the attendant tug of war between
the lecturers, who indulge in it
and the authorities that are
equally bent on sanitising the
system.

"It is a good script,
because it's been a relentless
war, quite traumatic for the
female students. Some
struggle to pay their school
fees only to be harassed by
some lecherous lecturers
or cultists," Olu Jabobs
adds.

T  h  e a  c  t  o  r
commended Adenuga for
his creative ingenuity,
and the subtle but
consistent way he
highlights the ills in the
society and proffers
solution through his
drama programmes.

"I have always been
a fan of Wale Adenuga
right from the days he was
publishing the hilarious
magazine, Ikebe Super. He's a hard
working and dedicated artiste, w h o
infects people around him with the same kind
of joy and excitement," he states, adding,
"WaleAdenuga is a detribalised Nigerian who
where you come from does not matter to him
but the creative talent in you,"

Made in India, which would make its
debut on screen soon parades adept role
interpreters like Nnena (Yinka Olukunga) o f
the Super Story fame and a host of others. T h e
programme was directed by ace director, B o l a j i
Dawodu.

Olu Jacobs
is Made in
India for
Papa Ajasco

M eeting Klint da
Drunk off stage
was a total ly

different experience all
together. He cut nothing of
the picture he portrays on
stage when he is in his
elements as Klint da
Drunk, the comedian.

Agwu-Ukwu, Nri born
Klint da Drunk, a topmost
comedian in the country was
not born a drunk. He was
born Afamefuna Klint

Igwemma. The multi-talented
artiste is not just a comedian;

he is also a musician,
pa inter and he

designs his own
clothes. He

tells Adia
Ukoyen ,
i n t h i s
intervie
w, how
h e
c a m e
a b o u t
t h e
person
a l i t y
a n d
more.

It started
i n m y
secondar
y school
d a y s
where I
w o u l d
p lay the
drunk and
other comic
roles. As so,
with time, it
became a part

and parcel of
me. I was in a

drama group
both in the church

and in school. I
was the leader of

my school band in
secondary school.
We always had a
school band but it was
dead at the time I got
there, so I more or less
revived it.

No. I was in the drama
group only.

I am a comedian but that does not mean that
I cannot do other things. I am an adventurous

person and highly so. So the music and acting
parts of me are part of the adventure. But with
acting, the type-casting discouraged me.
Must I act the drunk in all movies? If I had
continued, that was the way it was heading.
So I simply moved on to other things.

H o w
did you
c o m e
a b o u t
being a
comedi
an?

Did you sing in the
choir?

You have tried your
hands out with acting and

music, featuring in Nigga Raw's first
album.Why the diversion?

Would you, someday, consider being a full

~Klint da Drunk

I Am A Drunk Only On Stage

fledged musician?

What genre of music will you be playing?

How adventurous are you?

Did you get to see any?

And the drunken comic character of yours
is that part of the adventurous streak?

Do you drink to get into that character or
drink alcohol at all?

Who is your mentor or role model in the
industry?

Why him?

Having featured in a track with one of
Nigeria's fast growing artistes, Nigga Raw,
how would you assess the music industry?

When you are not busy performing, how
do you relax?

What is your definition of style?

What fashion item are you most at ease
with?

I am working on my album, and by the time
my album comes out, its going to be a whole
new ball game.

When it is released, you will know. For now
that is my little secret.

Adventurous enough to wander at night to a
cemetery because I heard that ghosts moved
around at night.

No.

Yes. But it has now become my unique
selling point.

No. I am a teetotaller.

It certainly has to beAli Baba.

The first time I came to Lagos, I stayed with
Ali Baba. Almost everyone stayed with Ali
Baba. He is a father to all of us. He is an
icon. In fact, his name is Number One when
you think comedy in Nigeria. I must give it
to him because he is the one who gave us the
vision to pursue comedy as a career. He
really taught me a lot of what I know in the
business today. I don't think he knows the
value of the things he taught me. He is a
great achiever because a key trait of an
achiever is carrying others along. It is
always good to help a lot of people on your
way up.

I love Nigerian music. Our artistes are just
great. 9ice is wonderful, his style and
delivery of music is unique. The greatest
thing about our musicians is that no two
singers sing alike. When someone tries to
sound like another person, that person's
music dies. If you try to sound like 9ice your
music dies and 9ice continues. Everyone
has his style. Check out D'banj and Don
Jazzy. There is Nigga Raw, whose first
album I featured in. Look at Asa, she is
simply in a world of hers. She cuts across
the international music level and her videos
are unique. So I can't tell you I love only one
Nigerian musician. Depending on my
mood, different musicians appeal to me. But
the bottom-line is that the Nigerian music
industry is growing at an astronomical rate,
just like the comedy industry . I love
Nigerian music. I love music generally.

I try to spend as much free time as I can with
my family; my wife and my son.

Style for me is a definition of my
personality. Being an adventurous person, I
design most of the clothes I wear. Even if I
buy a shirt I give it to the tailors. I love to add
designs to my clothes. I have a good tailor I
tell what I want. I don't just design, I
recreate.

I like jeans for easy movement. It is like a
diaper for adults. I like good shoes and belt.
I am an artiste; I studied Fine Art and you
find out that as artistes, our dress sense is not
like any other. We believe in simplicity. You
can be simple and still be trendy or in vogue.

American singer-songwriter
Carrie Underwood has taken
the coveted entertainer of the

year title at the Country Music
Awards.

Underwood, who shot to fame in
2005 when she won American Idol,
said: "I've had a lot of good moments
in the past four years. This one takes
the cake."

The singer was also named top
female vocalist but was beaten to
best album by 19-year-old newcomer
Taylor Swift.

Underwood becomes the seventh
woman in 39 years to win the
entertainer prize.

Previous female winners include
Dolly Parton, Loretta Lynn and Reba
McEntyre, the host of this year's
award ceremony.

Idol winner tops
country awards

Reprieve came the way of ex-
b e a u t y q u e e n , I b i n a b o
Fiberesima, this morning, as

she was granted bail by a Lagos High
Court.

In her ruling, Justice Deborah
Oluwayemi said the application for
bail filed before the court by Mr. Fred
Agbaje and Mr. Abiodun Onidare,
leading six other lawyers for Ibinabo,
was not controverted neither was it
contradicted. She further said her
counsel argued that she is ill, being
the only person taking care of her
children and assured the court that
she will not jump bail. Justice
Oluwayemi further said for the fact
that she obeyed the court order when
she was summoned to appear before
the court, she will exercise her
discretion in her favour.

Consequently, Ibinabo was
admitted to bail, subject to the
following conditions; payment of N4
million with two sureties who must be
property owners and the Certificate of
Occupancy should be deposited with
the Chief Registrar of the court. The
accused must deposit her passport
with the court, while the sureties must
produce three years tax clearance.
The ex-beauty queen had earlier been
sentenced to five years imprisonment
without an option of fine, having been
found guilty of murder through
reckless and dangerous driving.

The convict, who was given an
option of N100,000 fine at the trial
magistrate's court, was sentenced by
Justice Deborah Oluwayemi, after the
Lagos state government had appealed
the lower court's judgment. But at the
mention of her application for stay of
execution of the judgment on
Thursday, 19 March, her lawyer
informed the court that Ibinabo was
hospitalised in a Port Harcourt
hospital. The counsel brought a sick
report to buttress his claim. However,
Justice Oluwayemi rejected the
medical report and ordered the
convict to appear before her. She said
her application for stay of execution
would not be considered until she
personally appeared before her. She,
however, appeared in court on
Monday, as directed by the presiding
judge and was sent to Kirikiri
Maximum Security Prison, while the
medical director of the prison was
ordered to attend to her medical
needs to ascertain her ailment.

Ibinabo
Granted Bail


