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The two Niger Delta States of Rivers and Akwa Ibom are
at each others throat, daggers drawn over oil blocks
which the National Boundary Commission during its

boundary adjustment processes ceded toAkwa Ibom.
In a suit filed by Rivers State against Akwa Ibom State in a

Federal High Court, Abuja last week, Akwa Ibom State
vehemently insisted that only the Supreme Court can settle it in
the matter and not a high court.

As the lead counsel toAkwa Ibom, formerAttorney General
of the Federation and Minister of Justice Bayo Ojo, SAN, rose
up to fire the first salvo in the court, the Rivers State team being
the plaintiff had wanted to see the opening session of their case
only to be jolted however, by the learned jurist's argument on
the incompetency of a Federal High Court to handle the dispute
between the two sister states.

In a notice of preliminary objection filed on behalf of Akwa
Ibom State, the first defendant, by the former Attorney General
of the Federation, the court was blatantly told it lacks
jurisdiction over such matters and therefore should strike out the
case on such grounds.

In furthering his argument, the formerAGF, Chief Bayo Ojo
stated that in a case involving two states in this manner, that the
original jurisdiction can only be granted by the Supreme Court
via the virtue of section 232 (1) of the 1999 constitution, noting
that in matters of such magnitude involving two states, theApex
Court remains the first Court.

However, as the case was called and the formerAGF took his
stand, JusticeAdamu Bello directed parties involved in the issue
to strengthen their stands and positions on both the preliminary
objection and initial summons.

It is note worthy to mention here that the defendants to this
suit include:- the Attorney General of the Federation, AGF,
Akwa Ibom State, National Boundary Commission, Revenue
Allocation Mobilization and Fiscal Commission, Department of
Petroleum Resources andAccountant General of the Federation.

Rivers State, the plaintiff, had in their originating summons,
through their lead counsel, Mohamed Bello Adoke, SAN,
requested the court to determine the following:-

1) Whether the 3 Defendant can lawfully purport to
demarcate, delineate or verify the maritime boundaries between
Littoral States through the office of the Surveyor General of the
Federation through the use of indices other than those in
accordance with current national and international laws and
conventions including the United Nations Convention of the
Laws of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982?

2) Whether in accordance with International laws and
conventions, the
of delineating maritime boundary of littoral states on maps is not
the most internationally acceptable means of resolving oil wells
distribution disputes as against the

3) Whether the 1 Defendant having agreed through its legal
Representatives, its Executive Governor sometime in 2006, to
adopt the Political Solution in resolving its dispute with the
Plaintiff over the oil wells distribution with the Federal
Government of Nigeria, can now unilaterally and lawfully seek
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Strict Technical Equidistance Lines Method

HistoricalTitle Method?

to rescind the said agreement and now seek the application of the
HistoricalTitle method in resolving the same dispute?

4) Whether the 4 Defendant can legally proceed to act on
the report of its Crude Oil Monitoring Committee which
attributed several of the Plaintiffs oil wells to the first 1
Defendant without considering the existing Political Solution
Agreement between parties and without reverting to the strict
Technical Option in resolving the dispute but instead placing
reliance on the coordinates provided by the 5 Defendant
simpliciter?

If the answer to the first question is negative, the second in
the positive and the third, fourth and fifth in the negative, the
Plaintiff is seeking the following reliefs:

5) A DECLARATION that the Maritime Boundary Map
2008 produced by the 3 Defendant pursuant to the
promulgation of Offshore/Onshore DichotomyAbrogation Law
2004 delineating the maritime boundaries of the Plaintiff and the
1 defendant was produced in accordance with the agreed
offshore limits of each of the states based on the coastal baseline
and the normal 200 metres isobath and national and international
laws and conventions.

6) A DECLARATION that the adoption of the Strict
Technical Equidistance Lines method in producing the maritime
boundary map by the 2 Defendant acting through the office of
the Surveyor General of the Federation, to guide the existing
maritime boundary delineation between the seven littoral states
ofAkwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Delta, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo and Rivers is
in line with the internationally accepted standards laid down
under the United Nation's Convention on the Laws of the Sea
(UNCLOS)1982 and the said maritime Boundary Map 2008 is
to that extent valid and binding on both, the 1 Defendant and the
Plaintiff.

7) A DECLARATION that upon the promulgation of the
Offshore/Onshore Dichotomy Abrogation Law 2004
delineating the Maritime boundaries between Littoral States, the
HISTORICAL TITLE METHOD has never been agreed to be
adopted by the Plaintiff and the 1 Defendant in resolving their
disputes.

A DECLARATION that the 1 Defendant having agreed to
adopt and having adopted the political Solution to resolve its
dispute with the Plaintiff sometime in 2006, is legally estopped
from the unilaterally rescinding the said agreement and seeking
to now rely on the applicability of the HISTORICAL TITLE
METHOD in resolving the said dispute.

8) A DECLARATION that the 2  , 3 and 4 Defendants
cannot lawfully or arbitrary either by themselves, agents, privies
or servants revise the present formula for payment of derived
revenue from the disputed oil wells until the existing Political
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Solution Agreements is legally rescinded and a new Maritime
Boundary Map produced through the use of the Strict Technical
Option in accordance with the (UNCLOS), 1982.

9) A DECLARATION that in accordance with the existing
and binding political solution agreement entered into by the
parties with the 2 Defendant sometime in 2006 and the
Maritime Boundary Map 2008, all the disputed oil wells are
situated in and belongs to the Plaintiff who is therefore entitled
to the 13% derivation revenue emanating therefrom to the
exclusion of the 1 Defendant.

10) A DECLARATION that the report of the Crude Oil
Monitoring Committee set up by the 4 Defendant at its recent
retreat in Kana, Kano State which attributed several oil wells
belonging to the Plaintiff to the 1 Defendant in breach of the
existing Political Solution Agreement through the use of the
coordinates produced by the 5 Defendant without hearing from
the disputing parties or taking into consideration the acceptable
indices stated under the United Nations Convention of the Laws
of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982, is null, void and of no effect
whatsoever.

11) AN ORDER of this Honourable Court setting aside the
said Report and recommendations of the Crude Oil Monitoring
Committee for having been produced in breach of the Plaintiff's
constitutional right to fair hearing.

12) AN ORDER mandating the 1 , 2  , 3 , 4 , 5 , and 6 ,
Defendants and each of them to treat the disputed oil wells and
all revenues derived therefrom as lawfully belonging to the
Plaintiff exclusively.

13) AN ORDER OF PERPETUAL INJUNCTION
restraining the 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , and 6 Defendants and each of
them from attempting to or returning any of the disputed oil
wells belonging to the Plaintiff to the 1 Defendant based on the
application of the Historical Title formula or the Crude oil
Monitoring Committee's Report and from paying any revenue
deriving therefrom to the 1 Defendant or other wise revising or
tampering with the existing indices for the payment of derived
revenue from the disputed oil wells belonging to the Plaintiff.

14) AN ORDER mandating the 1 , 2  , 3 , 4 , 5 , and 6 ,
Defendants and each of them treat the disputed oil wells and all
revenues derived therefrom as lawfully belonging to the
Plaintiff exclusively. Such further reliefs on may meet the
circumstances of this case.

By the time the above listed issues are ascertained and
resolved, hopefully, and in tandem with the ethics governing the
determination of such suits regarding boundaries, delineations
and demarcations between two states, both locally and
internationally, that is, consequent upon the determination of
the objection by Akwa Ibom as to the competency of the court,
the real truth will definitely suffice. Make no mistake about it,

will keep you perfectly and adequately informed.
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Beam Checks

By Paschal Agbada

Oil Blocks:
Rivers, Akwa Ibom At War

...Seek Legal Redress

Gov. Amaechi of Rivers State Gov. Akpabio of Akwa Ibom StateJustice Kutigi
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Rivers State Governor,
Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi
says NDDC has not been

fair to the state in terms of the
number of projects it is doing in the
state.

Governor Amaechi stated this
when the Management Team of
NDDC, led by the Acting
Managing Director, Pastor Power
Ziakide Aginighan, paid him a
courtesy call at Government
House, Port Harcourt.

The Governor explained that
the Commission has not been fair
to Rivers State comparatively in
the number of projects it has done
in the state with those of other
states, considering the quantity of
crude oil produced in Rivers State.

He therefore requested that for
justice and fairness, Rivers State
should be given its due share of
infrastructural development by
NDDC since "we are the highest
oil producing state in Nigeria ".

Governor Amaechi who
however lauded the NDDC for
doing a wonderful job within its
limited resources, remarked that
one reason for which Rivers
people were pleased with the
location of the NDDC Secretariat
in Port Harcourt was that it would
enhance the economy of the state.

"The activities of the NDDC
contribute to the development of
the economy of Rivers people, I
thank you for that and I wish that
you do more, the governor said.

The State Chief Executive said
the Management of NDDC should
try to complete its permanent
secretariat which was started by
OMPADEC, so that they could
relocate from the Aba Road
Secretariat to decongest traffic on
the road.

"You Have Done Less Number
Of Projects In Rivers"

Governor Amaech i a lso
appealed to the Commission to
consider the construction of a road
close to NTA which he said would
be a major access into the new Port
Harcourt City from the old city.

Earlier the Acting Managing
Director of NDDC, Pastor Power
Aginighan, said the Commission
was embarking on three hundred
and nine projects in the state,

including the building of one
hostel each at the Rivers State
University of Science and
Technology and the University of
Port Harcourt.

He said the Commission was
willing to collaborate with the
State Government in project
execution, to avoid duplication of
projects, and lauded Governor
Amaechi for embarking on
projects that have direct bearing on
the people of Rivers State.

~Amaechi To NDDC

Rivers State Government
says some of the roads
and streets in the New

Port Harcourt City being
developed would be named after
Rivers indigenes that have
contributed immensely to the
development of the state.
Governor Chibuike Rotimi
Amaechi made the disclosure
Friday during a luncheon hosted
by the state government in
honour of Alabo Tonye Graham-
Douglas to mark his 7oth
birthday anniversary.

Governor Amaechi, also
hinted that the state government
would consider the honours
award law passed while he was
the Speaker of the state
Assembly, to appreciate those
who made selfless sacrifices
towards the growth and
development of the state.

The governor used the
occasion to call on all elder
statesmen like Alabo Graham-
Douglas to guide the state
government by making relevant
inputs to enable the present
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n p e r f o r m
creditably well, noting that the
government would appreciate
their advice to move the state
forward.

H e ex p la i n ed th a t o n
assumption of office he held
discussions with some Rivers
elders statesmen on how best to
develop the state, stressing that
w h a t e v e r s u c c e s s h i s
administration makes would be
attributed to them.

The State Chief executive,
said the state needs a lot of human
capital development to meet the
demand fo r exper ienced

New PH City Streets 'll Be
Named After Indigenes

technocrats, pointing out that his
appointment of old persons into
positions was based on their
credibility and trust over the years
w i t h f u n d s , w h i l e n o t
condemning the younger
appointees.

The governor extolled the
qualities and contributions of
A labo Graham Doug las ,
describing him as a man of
honour and royalty who would
also be remembered as a science
teacher and a writer.

Also speaking, the Chairman
of the State Social Rehabilitation
Commit tee, Chie f A lber t
Horsfall, said Alabo Graham-
Douglas has gone through
various political stages in life and
even aspired for the presidency of
the country.

Ch ie f Hor fa l l sa id he
represents a typical Kalabari
chief, judging from his dressing,
and described the honour by the
state government as based on the
series of contributions to the
growth of the state.

Earlier in a welcome remark,
the Commissioner for Urban
Development, Mr. Osima Ginah
said the state government decided
to honour Alabo Graham-
Douglass at 70 years because of
his services to the state and
assured that the state would
continue to recognize his
contributions as a selfless leader.

Responding, Alabo Graham
Douglas thanked the State
Governor for the recognition and
h o n o u r d o n e h i m w h i l e
describing him as a positively
stubborn man that has a vision to
develop the state.

Rivers State Governor, Rt.
Hon.. Chibuike Rotimi
Amaechi has signed two

bills passed by the State House of
Assembly into law.

The laws are Rivers State
Kidnap Prohibition Law No. 3, of
2009 and theAgency for the Control
of HIV/AIDS No. 4, of 2009.

Under the Rivers State Kidnap
Prohibition Law No. 3 of 2009,
anybody caught in the act upon
conviction shall be sentenced to life
imprisonment without any option of
fine.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony today at Government
House, Port Harcourt , Governor
Amaechi said the two laws, which
emanated from the House, would
impact positively on the lives of the
people of Rivers State , as they were
high impact bills.

The Governor said by signing
the law prohibiting kidnapping, the
s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d
i m m e d i a t e l y b e g i n t h e

Kidnap In Rivers Now
Attracts Life Imprisonment

implementation, stressing that
henceforth, anybody caught
k i d n a p p i n g w i l l f a c e t h e
consequences of the law.

He said both laws were meant to
protect the lives of the people,
stressing that their names would be
written in gold as the history of the
state would not be complete without
the mention of their names.

"This is historical, it is one way
to stem the economic flight that we
are having in Rivers State for which
investors deserted the state",
G o v e r n o r A m a e c h i s a i d ,
emphasizing that life is beginning
to return back to the state because of
the desire of the government to
enforce law.

Governor Amaechi said the
passage of the bill and subsequently
signing it into law would empower
the state government the more in
governance, noting that "the
implication therefore is that when
one person is set as an example,
others would learn a lesson".

….as Amaechi Assents Bill

Wife of the Rivers
State Governor and
f o u n d e r

E m p o w e r m e n t S u p p o r t
Initiatives (ESI) Dame Judith
Amaechi has advocated the
establishment of a cancer
e n l i g h t e n m e n t a n d
sensitization unit in all health
and community centres in rural
areas.

Dame Judith Amaechi made
the proposition while reacting
to the plans by the nation's First
Lady Halja Turai Yaradua to
establish a 60 billion Naira
cancer centre inAbuja.

The Rivers First Lady in a
statement in Port Harcourt and
signed by her media Assistant
Dike Bekwele stated that a
major challenge facing the
crusade is the lack of proper
e n l i g h t e n m e n t a n d
sensitization exercise at the
grass root areas.

"I want to commend the
initiative of the Nation's First
Lady Hajiya Turai Yaradua for
initiating the establishment of
an International Cancer Centre
in a bid to check and improve
the maternal health care in our
country".

She decried as worrisome
that over 89,000 Nigerians have
lost their lives to cancer. In her
speech, "the report presented
by the relevant institution
recently revealed that over 7
million people lost their lives
globally in 2007 while 89,000
Nigerians died few years ago,
we must endeavour to intensify
education and sensitization

Mrs Amaechi Wants Rural
Information On Cancer

campaign to rural communities
to safe guard local from pre-
mature death.

The wife of the Rivers State
Governor attributed most
critical cancer cases to late
detect ion. This p i t iab le
situation, according to her
informed the decision of the
ESI to donate a cancer
screening machine to health
institution in Port Harcourt.

She commended Hajia Turai
Yaradua for a noble cause
towards a l lev ia t ing the
suffering of cancer patients
especially the women who are
more vulnerable.

RSG Proposes
Bill On

Traffic Control

R i v e r s S t a t e
Government says a bill
to regulate traffic in the

state would soon be forwarded
to the State House ofAssembly.

The Commissioner for
Information, Mr Ogbonna
Nwuke disc losed whi le
briefing Government House
Cor responden ts on the
outcome of the State Executive
Council meeting in Port
Harcourt.

Mr Nwuke said the bill,
when passed by the Assembly,
would lead to the establishment
of a traffic control unit whose
responsibility would be to
ensure that people conduct
themselves in an orderly
manner on the road.

S i m i l a r l y , t h e
Commissioner also said Exco
deliberated on a proposed bill
that would guide the state
government's public-private-
partnership initiative and
hoped that theAssembly would
give the draft bill a speedy
passage.

According to him, the state
government considered ways
of trying to unify the state
taxation laws as part of efforts
to create new windows for
investors and has received
briefs from the departments
and agencies involved in
internally generated revenue
(IGR).

Mr Nwuke used the
opportunity to thank Rivers
people for their patience in the
face of fuel scarcity and
assured that government
remains committed to the
return of normalcy in the
distribution of petroleum
products, stressing that
although the problem was
n a t i o n w i d e , t h e s t a t e
government was doing its best
to alleviate the plight of the
people.

He also hinted that council
resolved that work should start
on the development of an
international market sited
around Akpajo within the area
mapped out for the Greater Port
Harcourt master plan to
e n h a n c e t h e s t a t e ' s
competitiveness in attracting
investors.

A l s o s p e a k i n g t h e
Commissioner for Urban
Development, Mr Osima
Ginah said the Exco decided
that the spare parts market and
the mechanics shed along Olu
Obasanjo road, popularly
called Ikokwu in Diobu would
be sited near the international
market in the new city.

Mr Ginah, said the
decision would help to
decongest the old Port
Harcourt city, pointing out that
the market would be built to
international standard and
wou ld a t t rac t bus iness
concerns to the area.

The Urban Development
Commissioner explained that
Exco directed his ministry to
ensure that structures marked
for correction were religiously
removed as soon as possible to
allow for proper clean-up of the
city and beautification with
flowers.

Lady Judith Amaechi

Rivers State Governor, Rt. Hon. Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi signs into law two bills presented to him by
the Members of the Rivers State House of Assembly on Thursday, May 7, 2009 at Government House,
Port Harcourt.

Rivers State Governor, Rt. Hon. Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi presenting copies of the bills to Mrs Mina
Benibo, Solicitor-General/Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Justice, shortly after signing it into law on
Thursday, May 7, 2009 at Government House, Port Harcourt.


