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Guus Hiddink was clearly very pleased
with the manner of his Chelsea side's
comprehensive dismantling of Arsenal

at the Emirates Stadium today, as the Blues
ruthlessly shredded the Gunners 4-1.

Hiddink's men endured a heartbreaking
Champions League semi-final exit on
Wednesday evening to Barcelona, a game mired
in controversy and dissent after what Chelsea
players believed was a poor refereeing
performance fromTom Henning Ovrebo.

"I am very proud of the reaction of the team,"
he told Sky Sports.

"Everyone knows that, after Wednesday, it
was difficult. You can talk about it but it is
difficult to make it happen. The team reacted
perfectly, except for 15 minutes where we had to
wake up.Then the team had a great reaction.

"It shows that this team is one of the strongest
in Europe."

The victory means that the Blues have
guaranteed third spot in the Premier League,
meaning that they can go straight into the group
stages of the Champions League without playing
the qualifying ties thatArsenal must now face.

Hiddink, though, has not yet given up on
overtaking Liverpool and finishing second.

"Of course, we'll try to go for second place,"
he told the club's official website.

"What I like about this team, they are well
paid players, they have their luxury, but they
have motivation.

"It is not a big challenge for me to keep them
fit until the end of May, they like to train, they
like to practice. This is basic and I am very keen
on this.

"They are real men who like to go and get in
charge. One of the issues when you have big
players is that you must discover if they have the
will and the quality to work for each other, which
is very important.

"They must help each other out, it is not just
about nice work and nice goals, it is about the
qualities your team has.

"There is now a big gap between us and
Arsenal and we keep going."

Chelsea's north London rivals are now a huge
nine points adrift and will have to settle for
fourth place in the final Premier League
standings.

Hiddink Delighted
With Chelsea's

Demolition Of Arsenal

Steven Gerrard admits Liverpool's title
challenge could have been different if
himself and Fernando Torres had

avoided injury.

The pair have both missed a chunk of
games after picking up a series of knocks
throughout the season.

Gerrard and Torres started only their
12th game Premier League together in
Saturday's 3-0 win over West Ham and the
pair combined to devastating effect with the
opening goal in the opening minutes at
Upton Park.

Reds skipper Gerrard admits he has
been left frustrated that the deadly duo have
not been able to play together more often.

"The frustrating thing for both of us is
that we haven't been on the pitch together far
more," said Gerrard.

"Going into next season it's important
that we both stay fit to give Liverpool the
best chance of being successful because we
feel if we are both fit and on top form we'll
cause defenders and teams many problems.

Confidence

"Without sounding big-headed there is
a confidence when we are both on the pitch
that we can win football matches. When he
is on top form I don't think anyone will argue
that he is the best striker in the world.To not

Gerrard left frustrated
have him fit is so frustrating, as his

team-mate.

"If we are both on the pitch and fit you'll
see many more goals as well."

Gerrard also believes Reds boss Rafa
Benitez needs to strengthen his squad in the
summer if they are to challenge for the title
on a consistent basis.

"We've shown this year we've made
massive strides and there has been big
progression," added Gerrard. "I think every
squad, no matter how successful you are,
still needs strengthening and changes.

"I don't think this team needs many
changes because the players in the squad are
very good. If we can get a couple in and get
stronger, of course we want them."

Striker Samuel Affum was on target in
the 11th minute to ensure Hearts of
Oak did the double over Heart of

Lions this season.

However, host team, Heart of Lions
missed several chances in the opening match
of the second half of the season.

Hearts have thus recorded 38 points from
16 matches, while Heart of Lion are third on
the table on 25 points.

The title hopes of defending champions
Asante Kotoko suffered another setback at
the weekend after they went down to their
sixth loss of the campaign. The Kumasi club
fell 2-1 to Gamba All Blacks, with all three
goals coming from the penalty spot.

Ghana: Hearts Of Oak
Extend Lead

Daniel Gyamfi converted from the spot
in the 26th and 33rd minute before Kotoko
striker Alex Asamoah reduced the margin in
the 49th minute, also from the penalty spot.

Kotoko are fourth in the standings with
24 points from 16 games.

In other matches, Kessben FC beat Tema
Youth 3-1, Sekondi Hasaacas stopped
Chelsea 2-1 at home, while relegation-
troubledAshantiGold were held to a goalless
draw byWaAll Stars.

The matches between second-placed
King Faisal and Real Tamale United as well
as that involving Berekum Arsenals and
ElevenWise also ended goalless.

A fter years of showing great faith in his
youth players, manager

may be set to make two
experienced signings in the summer transfer
window.

The Gunners boss has become known for not
spending big money on big name players in the
transfer windows and has been intent on
developing and buying youngsters.

Now, though, the Frenchman has hinted that
he could make a move for one or two players
who have experience in the close season and
satisfy the fans who have been saying that the
club have been in desperate need of this for a
long time.

The Gunners boss brought in Andrei
Arshavin in the January transfer window, and
has seen the immediate impact the 27-year-old
has made at the club.

This may lead him to invest in two more
experienced players in the summer, meaning the
Gunners could start to challenge for silverware
again, after going four seasons without claiming
a major trophy.

Speaking to Arsenal's official website,
Wenger said, "I'm not chasing any player at the
moment. I believe my priority is to stay with the
squad we have.

"We will try, of course, to bring in one or two
players to strengthen the squad but we have
plenty of strikers.

"And if we buy, it certainly won't be players
who lack experience.We have enough of those."

Wenger also believes his team have been re-
building over the course of the season, and he
claims that he has seen a massive improvement
in his players.

"I feel we had to rebuild the team after last
season, and that we had a stuttering start,"
continuedWenger.

"There were 14 games in the championship,
with five defeats.

"However, since we have played 21 games
with zero defeats. That means the team is
developing well and has gone forwards.

Arsenal Arsene
Wenger

Arsene Wenger Hints
At Two Experienced
Signings For Arsenal

Brazil took the crown in Iquique, Chile in
the South American qualifiers for the
FIFA U-17 World Cup Nigeria 2009 by

defeating Argentina in the final. The match on 9
May finished 2-2 after 90 minutes and Brazil
won on penalties 6-5. The qualifiers featured ten
countries, including Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia,
Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela, Chile, Uruguay,
Ecuador andArgentina.

Brazil had been leading 2-0 on goals from
Zezinho and Coutinho, but Argentina displayed
great fortitude and had equalized by the very end
through Sebastián González and Esteban
Espíndola. Maurucio scored the final penalty to
give Brazil the championship.

Colombia and Uruguay each earned victories
to claim the final two remaining slots and will
join Argentina and Brazil in Nigeria. Adrián
Luna's brace and a goal from Gonzalo Barreto
powered Uruguay over Ecuador 3-1 to finish the
last round on top of the standings with seven
points. Ecuador's late consolation goal came
from Richard Caicedo.

Bolivia needed a draw to qualify, but they
were beaten 2-1 by Colombia. The Bolivians
were ahead thanks to a goal from Gilbert
Alvarez, but Edwin Cardona and Faider
Burbano both scored to book Colombia their
passage to Nigeria.

Brazil crowned
continental champs

Sir Alex Ferguson was not concerned by
Cristiano Ronaldo's angry reaction to
being substituted during Manchester

United's 2-0 derby win over Manchester City at
OldTrafford.

Ronaldo put United in front with a free-kick
in the 18th minute but was clearly unimpressed
as he was replaced by Paul Scholes near the hour
mark with United leading 2-0.

Ferguson was in no doubt afterwards that he
had made the right decision with United seeking
to defend their Premier League title and
Champions League trophy.

Asked about Ronaldo's petulance, Ferguson
told Sky Sports: "He wanted to stay on. He is in
great form. But I've got to look at the big picture.

"I've got to think about keeping our players
as fresh as we can for the games ahead."

However, Sky Sports News understands the
Portugal international left Old Trafford just 10
minutes after the final whistle, suggesting he
remains unhappy with his early withdrawal.

Ferguson was not keen to discuss the future
of Carlos Tevez after theArgentina striker earlier
predicted he would leave Old Trafford in the
summer.

"He is a Manchester United player," said
Ferguson of Tevez, who scored United's second
goal against City on the stroke of half-time.

Ferguson acknowledged that Tevez is a firm
favourite with United fans, but refused to be
drawn on how soon the player's future might be
resolved, adding: "I'm not getting into that at
all!"

Ferguson, who promised to make "two or
three changes" ahead of Wednesday's trip to
Wigan, added: "We did not play well today but
derby games can be that way.

"They can be horrible games and we had a
horrible one today. But a win is a win at this time
of the season."

Fergie happy
with Ronaldo

...Quiet on Tevez's future


