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A
rsene Wenger is seeking to brink
Salomon Kalou across London to join
Arsenal.

Having lost Emmanuel Adebayor, the
Ashburton Grove outfit are in the market for a
striker, but will not pay over the odds for
anyone.

However, according to the News of the
World, the Gunners believe they can snare
Kalou for a price of around £7 million. The
Ivorian's contract expires next summer, so
Chelsea might be keen to cash in on him now.

Carlo Ancelotti has previously stated that he
wants Kalou to remain at Stamford Bridge, but
the fact that he has not yet been offered a new

M
anchester United star Wayne Rooney
is aiming to beat his 20-goal return
from last season.

Both and
have departed Old Trafford this summer and
attention is now turning to - who knows
the pressure will be on him much more next
season.

But after hitting 20 last season, Rooney is
confident he will surpass that mark in the
coming campaign.

"I have always said I would like to score
more goals than the previous season so that is
what I am aiming for again this time," he told the
club's official website.

"If I can do that I will be really happy."
He insists that United will cope without the

likes of Ronaldo and Tevez.
"There are a lot of great players in our team

and we know if we all work together then we are
capable of achieving great things," he
concluded.

Cristiano Ronaldo Carlos Tevez

Rooney

contract suggests that all offers will be
considered. He currently earns £45,000 per
week, and Arsenal are ready to improve that to
around £70,000.

A 'Chelsea insider' was quoted as saying,
"Salomon is flattered byArsenal's interest, but at
the moment he is fully committed to Chelsea.”

Arsenal Plotting Swoop
For Chelsea's Salomon Kalou

Rooney sets
goals target

T
ottenham manager Harry Redknapp
says they are close to a deal for
Portsmouth and England striker Peter

Crouch.
Pompey boss Paul Hart said a fee has been

agreed with Spurs, but Redknapp feels there
is still work to be done before he lands the 28-
year-old.

"They want to sell him, it's common
knowledge they need to sell him," said
Redknapp after Tottenham's 2-0 Wembley
Cup defeat to Celtic.

"I don't think they're crazy demands - it's a
fair deal, his wages are fine."

Tottenham, where Crouch started his

A
selection of African football greats

took on Nigeria's Super Eagles
veterans of the 1994 and 1998 World

Cups at the Teslim Balogun stadium in Lagos
on Saturday.

The game was part of a promotional
campaign in the build-up to the 2010 World
Cup, to be hosted by SouthAfrica.

The match ended 2-1 in favour of Nigeria,
with goals from Garba Lawal and Jonathan
Akpoborie, while Guinea's Aboubacar Titi
Camara scored for theAfrican legends.

Some of the other African greats on parade
included Nii Odartey Lamptey, Sammy Osei
Kuffour andAnthony Baffoe of Ghana, and

Ivorians Yusouf Fofana, Abdoulaye Traore
and PierreAlain Gouaméné Guiahouli.

South Africa's Phil Masinga and Shaun
Bartlett (South Africa) also featured, along
with Stephen Tataw of Cameroon and
Zambian Kalusha Bwalya.

Liberia's George Weah captained the side.
The Nigerian team featured the likes of

Uche Ikechukwu, Taribo West, Victor Ikpeba,
Austin 'Jay Jay' Okocha, Daniel Amokachi,
Jonathan Akpoborie, Ben Iroha, Austin
Eguavoen, Peter Rufai, Emmanuel Amuneke,
Garba Lawal, Ike Shorunmu, Uche Okafor,
Emeka Ezeugo, Alloy Agu and Tijani
Babangida.

African legends
on show in Lagos

L
A Galaxy ace David Beckham has
labelled his hostile reception from a
small section of his own fans since his

MLS return as a 'disgrace'.
The England international angered

supporters in America last January when he
quit the league to join Italian giants AC Milan
on loan.

Beckham is now back across the Atlantic
following the loan switch and has received a
frosty reception from some, including LA
Galaxy team-mate Landon Donovan.

However, Beckham was pleased with the
reception he was given in LA's 1-1 draw
against Kansas City Wizards, stating the
criticism has not taken its toll.

"It's been great," said the 34-year-old of his
reception. "The fans have been great. The
reaction from Kansas City fans was really
good.

"It was only from a small section of our own
fans, which was disappointing and a disgrace
to be honest, but at the end of the day it's not
something I've never had before."

Despite the largely positive reception from
fans in Kansas City, Beckham was heckled by
a spectator wearing an England shirt who
verbally abused his family.

Beckham also clashed with a fan during his
first home game for the Galaxy, actions that
landed him with a £600 fine.

The veteran midfielder eventually shook
hands with the fan, but has questioned his
nationality even though he was wearing an
England shirt.

"He shouldn't be wearing that shirt because

Great

Second confrontation

Becks angered by
fans' reaction

what he was saying about my wife was a
disgrace," he continued.

"I've had it all before. I've heard it all before.
I've not heard that for a long time.

"For an Englishman to be saying that, maybe
he's not an Englishman."

career, will be the third club at which the
striker has played under Redknapp, after
spells with the 62-year-old at Southampton
and Portsmouth in the past.

He will also link up with his former
Portsmouth strike partner Jermain Defoe.

Redknapp added: "He's different. He holds
the ball up. Celtic held the ball up well but we
don't do that well enough.

"He gives you an option and he's played for
me a few times before. He's always done a job
and he's great on set-plays at both ends.

"(Spurs chairman) Daniel (Levy) is talking
to (Pompey chief executive) Peter Storrie and
the pair are very good negotiators.

Spurs edge closer
to Crouch deal

R
eports from the English tabloids
suggest that Arsenal have made an
offer of €17.3m to Real Madrid for

striker Klaas-Jan Huntelaar, and are looking
to secure the player from under the noses of
rivals Tottenham Hotspur.

The Sunday Express comments that coach
Arsene Wenger has earmarked the Dutchman
as a replacement for Emannuel Adebayor,
who has recently departed for Manchester
City, and the club has cash to spend.

Madrid coach Manuel Pellegrini recently
stated that Huntelaar "has no place in this
team", and the player turned down a move to
German Bundesliga outfit Stuttgart last week.

It is thought that the 25-year old craves a
move to the English Premier League, and
although Tottenham had expressed an
interest, the Gunners appear to have moved
into the driving seat to clinch the striker's
signature.

Madrid are looking to sell, with sporting
director Jorge Valdano admitting that the club
need to offload some of their squad before any
new additions can be considered, and the
money raised from the sale of Huntelaar
could be used to up their bid for Liverpool
midfielder XabiAlonso.

Huntelaar moved to the Bernabeu in
January from Ajax for €20m and managed 8
La Liga goals in 20 appearances during the
second half of the season.

Arsenal Make

€17.3m Bid For

Real Madrid Striker

"I just felt I would do this in my time, in
Chelsea's time and do things when it was right
for us but I am very pleased with how things
have gone.

"From day one this has never been about a
new deal for John Terry, as I said I have three
years left on my contract and if I have a good
year they will come and talk to me sooner
rather than later."

No quitting
Terry insisted that he was never even

considering quitting Stamford Bridge, as
Chelsea insisted from the start they wanted
him to stay.

"It's a nothing from day one, I got a phone
call from Peter when I was on holiday telling
me about the offer from Man City and the club
said they didn't want to sell me and from then
on it was never an issue for me to leave
Chelsea Football Club," he continued.

"I am very flattered and honoured by the
bid Man City put in for me. I have huge
respect for Mark Hughes and people around
Man City, but at the same time I have been at
Chelsea for 14 years now and I aim to spend
the rest of my career with them.

"I just wanted reassurances that key
players around me like Ashley and Didier,
who are in contract talks at the moment, are
going to be staying and that was a key factor
for me, so I am pleased about these players
and the ambition at the club is in the right
direction and where I want to be."

Reports suggested that Terry was
frustrated by Chelsea's failure to make a
'marquee' signing so far this summer, but he
insists the club have been doing their best to
bring in big names.

"Listen the club have put in a few good
bids for players across the world, we have
failed to sign any real expensive players - a

Terry... Contd. from back page

Ibrahimovic...
Contd. from back page

“Who wouldn't want to come to
Barcelona? I think any footballer would
want to represent what is the best club in
Europe and maybe the world. The best
players have to be at Barca and I hope to be
one of them.”

After completing the interview,
Ibrahimovic was whisked away to a
famous restaurant in the city to have dinner
with club president Joan Laporta, technical
director Txiki Begiristain, and sporting
vice-president RafaelYuste.

According to Sport, the trio took the
opportunity to brief their soon-to-be star
striker on their footballing project for the
upcoming season and bring the Swede up
to date with the activities of the club in the
recent past.


