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COVER NEWS

T
he recent reports credited to the
helmsman of Rivers State, Gov.
Rotimi Amaechi in which he,

during the last stakeholders meeting at
the Banquet Hall, Government House,
Port Harcourt said he would run away
after his first tenure has caused some
panic in the state and beyond.

The Governor who was explaining
his reasons for the actions he has taken
so far in ensuring the speedy
transformation of the state had said, “I
do not want to be a president, neither do
I want to be appointed a Minister. So
nothing will make me compromise. I'm
not acquiring property. When I leave, if
you see any property belonging to
Amaechi, demolish! My interest is in
academics, immediately I complete my
tenure I hope to retire to the
classrooms”

Unknown to the 'action governor' as
he is now nicknamed, his sincere
message to the people has sent shockers
to those at home and in Diaspora. But in
a terse press statement by the people
under the aegis of 'Rivers People,
Home and the Diaspora For Good
Governance (RPHADGG) sent to our
mail box, the group vowed to resist any
attempt by the Governor to run away
after his first tenure.

In the statement signed by the
Chairman and Secretary respectively,
Dr. Chidi Wobo and Alabo Damiete
Oruambo, they said, “ We read with
shock the newspaper report stating the
Governor's position on his plans to run
away after his tenure. While we
appreciate his sincerity of purpose
contrary to what is common with most
Nigerian political leaders who want to
seat tight, we want to categorically state
that the issue of second term does not
depend on the Governor's decision.

He has the mandate of the people, as
such, it is the people that will decide his
fate based on his performance. We are
convinced that His Excellency, Rt.
Hon. Chibuike Amaechi has performed
beyond expectations and will be
encouraged by Rivers people both at
home and in Diaspora to continue on
the solid foundation he has laid. His
achievements within a short period is
unparalleled and the state has never had
it so good”, the statement concluded.

The position of the group aligns with
that of the members of the Rivers
Success Movement.

In a related development, RSM
through its Media and Publicity
Directorate described the Governor's
statement as that of “one with a passion
to serve”. The group said that Gov.
Amaechi's disposition in the area of
meaningful governance is a clear
indication of his tough stance that he be
allowed to ascend the most coveted seat
of power in the state, having won the
PDP primary elections. In a release
signed by Godstime Orlukwu and Oby
Ndukwe, RSM stated, “we are not
surprised at the level of performance of
Gov. Amaechi since he came into
office. We in RSM have always known
that he would prove his mettle, to
deliver qualitative leadership, the type
never ever seen since the creation of the
state”. The group further stated that
though Gov.Amaechi is more

interested and pre-occupied with
transforming the state to a world class
status, when the issue of his re-election
comes up, we, the people of the state
will decide. We are certain that his
achievements would speak volumes.
Nobody would have to waste money in
order to buy the peoples votes”

Any attempt by anybody to stand on
his second tenure bid, when the time
comes will be sharply resisted by
Rivers people. This is not mere
propaganda.

Though those who are bent on
forming part of the opposition group
allege that the Governor's reign could
be likened to that of King Jeroboam of
the Holy Bible it is clear that Amaechi
is not compromising on standards and r

that properly made him the man that
many love to hate while others hate to
love him. But one thing that remains
clear, according to opinion poll, is that
the Governor has changed the face and
style of governance in the state and that
has earned him accolades even from his
rivals or political opponents.

Rather than appreciate his style, a
select few who feel schemed out in the
power play have continued to
orchestrate plots to stop his re-election
in 2011. In a recent telephone
conversation from a top notcher of PDP
who belongs to the camp in opposition
but prefers not to have his name in print
said, “I am very happy with Amaechi's
performance since he became
governor. He has chosen to be focused

on governance and allow the people
to play the politics. He remains focused
and that is why the state is witnessing
such transformation. Am not sure
anybody can stop him if he seeks re-
election”.

The diplomat went further to say,
“anybody that tries to stop him will
have the people to contend with. I am
not sure I could have done better than
Amaechi if I was the governor”.

In his bid to continue to transform the
state, he has embarked on several
policies and programmes that have
been misconstrued to be anti-people.
For instance, the ban on motor-cycle
operators popularly known as 'Okada'
had thrown the populace into serious
transportation challenges, as taxi
drivers hiked their fares, even when
they were not enough.

But the ban had successfully reduced
the rate of crime and insecurity in the
state which the people applaud.
Amaechi faced serious security
challenges as criminals and militants
held sway causing mass exodus of
expatriates from the state.

Various roads under construction
have also contr ibuted to the
transportation difficulties. Again
residents of Port Harcourt and the state
are happy because in the long run, the
new roads will create accessibility
moreso with the influx of people
everyday.

Though Amaechi is seen as one of
the best things that ever happened in the
course of our nation's political history,
his achievements are not without pains.
He says he is bent on doing what is good
for the people though like the
proverbial millipede, he has not been
able to walk as he wished because of
many legs. He declared, “but should I
decide to re-contest for a second term
and come back, it will be war. I dare
you, do not vote for me because if you
do, you will see”.

The Governor's style of not being
diplomatic or economical with the truth
has also contributed to his being
misunderstood.

According to one of his close
associates, “Amaechi does not pretend.
He prefers to be himself even though he
is governor. What he meant in his
statement at the stakeholders meeting is
that, if he decides to contest for a
second tenure, he would double his
efforts.

Despite whatever misconception or
conception, the people have risen in
stout defence of the Governor and like
the RSHDFGG and the RSM, “we will
resist every attempt by the Governor
not to seek re-election”.
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