The Beam Sports
Exclusive:

| Am Legend

Didier Drogba has exclusively revealed to his plans to becom
legend at his club, Chelsea. The Ivorian admitted to bei

‘emotional’ on the field but claimed that Chelsea fans could ng
ask foramore committed performer...

idier Drogba has lamented the lacktitle.
of recognition he and his fellow  Andalthough Drogbadoes notreveal wh
Chelsea team-mates receivehe fell out with former boss Luiz Felipe

However, he believes he is a better playeBcolari, he is adamant he has the unequivocal
than last season, and that the Blues adeacking of the current manager, Carlo

capable of beating anyone. Ancelotti.
“Does any other great striker defend likea He said, “I can't say why, but | have hag
maniac as | do?” Drogbatold Goal.com. good times and some not so good, perhaps

“| sacrifice myself for the whole team because of injuries and other issues. It's npt
while forgetting my scoring figures. | have aeasy but you have to believe in yourself an|
great relationship with the fans at Chelsegust play to the best of your ability.
they are fantastic. They appreciate that | am “Some people take two or four years td
very emotional, | always want to win the first adapt and some play one year and then go
ball, I always want to win the battle and | am happy withwhat | have achieved so far b
always try my best for the fans and for mywe could have done better but there is a lot
team-mates. doyet.

“The opposition fans will boo me but | “l want to win more with Chelsea and we
know how to deal with it. We are an can do a lot more this season and get mal
experienced team and we have players whmore points by winning more games againg
have been here a long time and stand for thihe smaller teams and the bigger teams.
team. are very confidentand relaxed.

“When [John] Terry and [Frank] Lampard  “We have a very solid team, very strong
play well, everyone feels stronger, and weand want to win with Chelsea. When I finis
know when we are playing good as a teammy career in the future, | want to be known a
we can beat anybody so it doesn't matter what player who gave everything for his club, fo
people say because we always have a job tbe fans and the team.
do and we respect each other and our fans are “The coach has a lot of respect here and
alwaysonourside.” is seen as one of us. When it's time to b

Although the Ivorian had an indifferent serious we all know that we have to listen b
2008-09 Premier League campaign, hée also has a side to him in which he laugh
believes because he is playing and feelingut he knows where to stop, and that is wh
better, Chelsea will be better equipped to winwe have a really good team spirit and we a
more games and make a forward push for theantto play for each other.”

of action for around six months after undergoingat the Emirates in the absence of Kolo Toure, sold
knee surgery. Manchester City this summer.

The Switzerland international has had an operation on his Though £10m Belgian signing Thomas Vermaelen
left knee and the Swiss FA have announced he will not k&otted in alongside an in-form William Gallas, Djouro
ready to return until March. injury may leave Arsene Wenger short of defensive optio

Djourou sustained the injury on international duty laseven though Philippe Senderos has returned to the club
month, ahead of the friendly against Italy and the 22-year-olaspell on loan at AC Milan.

A rsenal defender Johan Djourou is expected to be obas missed the chance to stake a claim for a first-team p

Nadal battles through pain to win

orld number three Rafael Nadal played throughetired from their match trailing 6-3 6-4 1-0.
pain to beat fellow Spaniard Nicolas Almagro 7-5 "I feel it alittle bit now, but I'll try my best to recover for

6-4 6-4 and stay in the hunt for his first US Openthe next match," Nadal said of his injury. "I'm here to work

title. hard and try my best all the time."

Nadal, who missed this year's Wimbledon through The Spaniard later refused to talk about the injury in his
tendinitis in both knees, was hampered in the later stages byaws conference, saying: "l am a little bit tired to talk about

midriffinjury and required treatment. injuries. lam here to try my best every day.

The 23-year-old looked short of his best but Almagro "I won the match in three sets, so happy for that. I'm

repeatedly lost the initiative after taking the upper hand. goingto try my best nextround. That's all. "

Juan Martin del Potro and Jo-Wilfried Tsonga bothwonin German veteran Nicolas Kiefer had given an i

straight sets. inconsistent Nadal a thorough workout in the previo

Fifth seed Del Potro of Argentina defeated Austria'sound and lastyear's semi-finalist got off to a stuttering start

Daniel Koellerer 6-1 3-6 6-3 6-3, while seventh seed Tsongagain.
saw off fellow Frenchman Julien Benneteau 7-6 (7-4) 6-2 6-4. After losing his first service game of the match, he bro

Nadalwill face 13th seedGael Monfils inthe last 16 after back immediately but then allowed Almagro two break

the Frenchman went through as Argentina's Jose Acasysoints when 6-5 up.
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of qualifying for the World Cup.

Tico-Tico scored the only goal of the game in
the 67th minute and that win sees Mozambique
leapfrog over Kenya into third place in the
group.

But Mozambique have a tough game nextup in
Octoberwhen they travel to play Nigeria.
GROUPC

Reigning African champion&gypt got their
qualifying campaign back on track with a 1-0
winin Rwanda.

Al Ahly midfielder Ahmed Hassan, who had
come on as a substitute, hammered an Ahmed
Fathi pass into the net on 68 minutes before a
near-capacity crowd at the 35,000-seat
Amahoro Stadium in the Rwandan capital.

The win gives Egypt seven points from four
matches.

Algeria remain three points clear of Egypt at
the top of Group C after beatidambia  1-0in
Blida in the final game of the weekend on
Sunday evening.

Rafik Saifi scored the only goal of the game in
the second half.

GROUPD

Ghana have qualified for their second
successive World Cup after a 2-0 victory over
SudaninAccra.

The Black Stars reached the 2006 tournamentin
Germany under Ratomir Dujkovic and another
Serb coach, Milovan Rajevac has repeated the
feat.

Ghana knew World Cup qualification was in
their hands when Benin scored an equaliser
against Mali just a few minutes before the kick-
offinAccra.

Sulley Muntari's strike early in the first half put
the hostsin the driving seat.

Michael Essien made sure of the three points
and World Cup qualification when he scored
justa few minutes after half-time.

Ghanaremain unbeatenin Group D.

They are top with 12 points, while Sudan are

mwith just one point.
‘ » looked to have spoilt Ghana's World Cup
c

ration party when Mamadou Samassa
scored on his debutinthe 72nd minute.
Samassa is a former French youth international
who was only cleared to play for Mali three
daysago.
Benin's Mohammed Aoudou destroyed Mali's
hopes of an away victory when he fired home an
equaliser just three minutes from time to earn
the hostsa 1-1draw.
So Mali remains in second place in Group D
with five points, while Benin is third with four.
GROUPE
Thelvory Coast's 5-0 win oveBurkina Faso
in Abidjan means the Elephants are just one
point away from qualifying for their second
successive World Cup.
The comprehensive win does mean that the
Ivory Coast have qualified for the Nations Cup
inAngolanextyear.
The first goal was an own goal from the
Portugal-based Saidou Panandetiguiri after just
12 minutes.
Captain Didier Drogba scored twice in the
second half with Barcelona's Yaya Toure and
Turkey-based Abdel Kader Keita also finding
the targetto secure the emphatic win.
Malawi came from behind to beat visitors
Guinea2-1 to grab their first points of the final
qualifying stage.
Oumar Kalabane scored for the Syli Nationale
in the 37th minute after Malawi failed to deal
with a corner.
Malawi coach Kinnah Phirri then made what
proved to be an inspired substitution at halftime
bringing on Chiukepo Msowoya to replace
David Banda.
With virtually his first touch of the ball
Msowoya equalised for the Flames just two
minutes into the second half as his low, hard
shotbeat Kemoko Camarainthe Guineagoal.
Msowoya, who plays his club football in
Mozambique, then headed home the winner
from an in-swinging corner from Joseph
Kamwendo in the 58th minute.
Malawi captain Peter Mponda was happy with
the win.
"This is an exciting win as it shows we are still
in contention for Angola," he said.
The results mean that neither Malawi nor
Guinea can qualify for the World Cup but both
are still battling for a place at the Nations Cup.
The Ivory Coast need just a single point from
their last two games to earn a spot at the World
Cup.
Burkina Faso's only hope is for them to win
their last two qualifiers and for the Ivory Coast
to lose their last two, even then the Stallions
need big wins in order to overhaul the Elephants
huge goal difference of plus 12.
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African duo
extend at
Pompey

rtsmouth's Kanu and Papa Bouba
iop have both committed their
futures to the Premier League side
by signing contract extensions.

Nigerian striker Kanu, 33, who has
scored 21 goals in 98 appearances, has
agreed anew one-year deal.

Senegal midfielder Diop, 31, has
extended his current contract until 2011,
with the option of another year.

"It's great he's committed himself to
Pompey," chief executive Peter Storrie told
the club website.

Storrie added: "Papa wanted to extend
his contract last season but he injured his
knee so firstwe wanted to make sure he was
fitand there were no problems.

"That's the case so we were keen to get
him signed up.”

Diop has been out injured with a
hamstring problem he picked up in the
match against Birmingham last month, but
the Senegal international is set to return to
full training ahead of the club's next fixture
against Boltonon 12 September.

He has made 55 appearances for
Pompey since signing from Fulham in
August2007.
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France veteran delivers
shock assessment of training

hierry Henry has been quoted as

giving a stinging assessment of

France's international set-up to
manager Raymond Domenech.

The Barcelona striker is one of the
most senior members of Les Bleus' squad
after making 112 appearances and scoring
49 goals.

But with France looking set for a play-
off for the 2010 World Cup, as they trail

. : first-placed Serbia by four points in

Cameroon are back in the running for a . Group 7, Henry has sounded his

place in South Africa after earning their
first win in World Cup qualifying in PO, . .

Libreville against group leaders Gabon. The former Arsenal star is said to have
held a meeting with Domenech at a
training camp last Friday where he was
highly critical of methods and
organisation.

Henry is quoted by Le Parisien as
saying at the meeting: "Coach, we have
something to tell you. | am speaking in the
name of the squad.

' 3 = = = . “We are getting bored during your
hana are the first African country to GROUPB L . .
unanfyforme rtiiomt LA \\ igeria Held By TUNISIA S0 erea a nuge biow in her b 0 waining sessions. In 12 years with the

aftera2-0win over SudaninAccra. take over the top position in Group B after a 2-

Tunisia remain the top team in Group B as . 2 stalemate against Tunisiain Abuja. situation.

Nigeria fail to overcome the North Africans in G h a n a B O O k ' TI C ketpeter Odemwingie opened the scoring for the ~ "We do notknow how to play, where to
Abuja. e Supereagles halfway through the first half, but be on the pitch, how to organise. We do
Egypt and Cameroon both won away from = i . Nabil Taider struck one at the other end for not know what to do. We have no style, no
home to keep alive their chances of qua“fyin%atlons' TUATERIE. , that triggered the civil unrest, was amon %, the North Africans almostimmediately guidelines. Itis notworking." |

for the 2010 World Cup. elow is a full round-up of Saturday’s resultshe 20,000 crowd in a national stadiu - afterwards. 9 : ng. .
Cameroon scored two quick goals to beadalookaheadto Sunday's matches. named after his late father and form With ten minutes to go, it seemed France drew 1-1 with Romania on

Gabon 2-0, in what was their first home defeaBROUPA ; _ ruler Omar Bongo. = WL = |ictory was within the hosts' grasp Saturday and face Serbia on Wednesday,
ofthe 2010 qualifiers. Cameroonscored two goals in two minutes toThe match was due to have bee L BN | hen Michael Eneramo scored. with Henry confessing he and his team-

African champions, Egypt scored in theS€curea2-Owinovedabon inLibreville. played in June but was postponed It was the most cruel of finishes for Mates are likely to finish second.
second halfto edge past Rwanda 1-0 in KigaliAchille Emana, who plays for Spanish secon@ecause of the funeral of Omar Bongo Nigeria as Oussama Darragi put the  But the forward is not throwing in the
Ivory Coast moved to within one point of division side Real Betis, scored the openingjoustapha Salifou struck early in th ball in the back of the net with a mere towel, saying: "We are disappointed that
reaching their second successive World Cugoalafter 66 minutes. _first half to give Togo a 1-0 lead ‘ minute to go. . or;l i dne oint from a very qood
with a crushing 5-0 win over visitors Burkina Samuel Eto'o, who is the new IndomitableyverMorocco in Lome. The result leaves Nigeria hyfg h P h Y 90
ey Lions captain, made sure of the win momentsogo looked set to claim “! ) 1o s B il match from the French team (against
The victory does make the Elephants the firdgter. all three points and go seven points. Romania). _

"We have to win our last three

side to qualify for next year's Africa Cup of 1he goals were Cameroon's first in the finajop of Group A, Adel Tunisia remain top with . ;
NationsinAngola. stage of qualifying and takes them to four pointgaarabt scored in injury two points more. matches. It won't be easy in Serbia. Even

Malawi earned their first points of the final fromthree games, two behind Gabon. time to earn a 1-1 draw Mozambique edged if we win there, the Serbs will remain one
stage of 2010 qualifying with a 2-1 win over;gg t;]/\&oesmes meet again on 9 September frthe Atlas Lions. out Kenya 1-0 in pointinfrontofus.

visitors Guinea, but both sides hopes off@ounde. L . ~ The Hawks are second Maputo on Sunda: " ! : P :
reaching the World Cup are over. The game went ahead in Libreville despite ¢ Group A with five to pkeep alive thé, havg\’\t'g csaer::tjrreea(;g::lgitdpos\l/téo\r;\;i}/lv?rWII:O
The five group winners will qualify for the Packdrop of post-election violence in somgoints, while Mambas slim hopes , ' Vit try
World Cup in South Africa while the top three Parts of Gabon. o _ Morocco remain reach that first place, even if second
in each group advance to the Africa Cup ofAll Bongo, winner of the presidential electionpottom with three. Contd. on page 15 S€€MS more likely.

WeeklyISSN: 1596-4280 is Published BHE BEAM  Productions Limited, c/o Blazer House #20/21 Rumuola Road, Port Aigaurt, -Ground floor, Coscharis Plaza Opp Union B:
Area 3, Garki Abuja. All Correspondence to theting Editor, Paschal Agbada . Tel: 0806-684-6003, 08490102&ail: beamnews@yahoo.com, www.beamnewsonline.com




