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~Dr. Myles Munroe

“God provides for the birds, but He doesn’t
hand-deliver food to their nests”.

Frank Lampard believes England's
5-1 win over Croatia at Wembley
on Wednesday was their best

performance of the group stages so far.
Lampard helped himself to two goals

as Fabio Capello's men erased memories
of the 3-2 defeat at the hands of Croatia
almost two years ago, a result which
ended England's hopes of qualifying for
Euro 2008, to book their place at next
summer'sWorld Cup finals.

The Chelsea man was one of only
three survivors from that team that took to
the field on Wednesday, with Steven
Gerrard - another who started that fateful
night - also grabbing a brace.

Wayne Rooney capped off a
performance that Lampard feels is up
there with the best he has been involved
in with England.

"It feels great. It's what we set out to
do, win all our games in the manner that
we have done finishing off with tonight
with our best performance is very
special," he told Sky Sports.

"After the lows of two years ago this is
the highest really and it's a moment to
enjoy and after that I am hoping to keep
working hard and improving and get

Lampard salutes
performance

better for theWorld Cup.”
The 31-year-old is all too aware that

there is still work to do before England can
be classed amongst the favourites for the
World Cup next summer but Lampard is
keen to enjoy the moment.

"Even though it's been a great
campaign for us there is still more to do,"
he added.

"With and without the ball we were top
draw to beat a team like Croatia like we did
so comfortably is some performance.

"We will keep a level head, it's
important the fans enjoy it, they should
enjoy it because two years ago nobody
enjoyed it so let's enjoy it."

The former West Ham youngster's two
goals took him to the 20-goal mark for
England and he insisted he was keen to add
to his impressive tally.

"I am pleased. The last two games have
been very good to me. I have had a couple
of penalties but you have to stick them
away," he highlighted.

"I am enjoying my football again for
England and I am playing in a team that's
got such work rate and such quality in it I
just want to keep enjoying it and keep
going.”

Chimbonda
working hard

Blackburn Rovers new signing Pascal
Chimbonda admits he is still working
on his fitness.

Chimbonda joined Rovers at the end of
last month from Tottenham, and he made
his debut against West Ham just days
later.

But the 30-year-old admits he is still
building towards match fitness after
going a number of months without action.

"Towards the end of the first half I was
getting a little bit tired because it is a long
time since I've played a game," Chimbonda
told the club's .

"But in the second half I felt good.
"I think after I've played five games then I

will show everyone comfortably I can play."
Chimbonda, a right-back by trade, also

reiterated that he is happy to play anywhere for
the cause.

"My real position is right-back
but if the manager asks me to
play centre-back or
left-back to help
the team I will do
it. I like to be
on the pitch,"
he said.

official website

Barcelona midfielder Andres
Iniesta has finally been given the
all clear to return to action after

spending the entire summer on the
sidelines with a thigh muscle injury.

The Spain international, who helped
the national team to win Euro 2008, has
not played since the Blaugrana's
Champions League final win over
Manchester United in Rome on May 27.

Iniesta suffered a small tear in his thigh

Iniesta back for Barca
prior to May's European final but played
through the pain. However, the 25-year-old
aggravated the injury and then his recovery
was complicated by a viral infection.

Barcelona medics put the midfielder
through a series of tests on Wednesday
morning before declaring him fit. Iniesta
will now go into manager Pep Guardiola's
squad for the game against Getafe at the
weekend but is unlikely to start for the La
Liga champions.

Oliseh calls
for change
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M ichael Essien is revelling in
the "fantastic feeling'' of
qualifying for the World Cup

finals after he scored one of two goals
against Sudan to help Ghana seal a place
at next year's showpiece event.

The Black Stars, who made their first
appearance at the 2006 tournament in
Germany, became the firstAfrican nation
to book their place in SouthAfrica after a
2-0 scoreline inAccra - the result coupled
with Benin's 1-1 draw with Mali earlier
in the day securing their passage.

It left Milovan Rajevac's team
needing a win at the Ohene Djan Stadium
and, in front of a capacity 45,000
spectators, they did not disappoint.

Inter Milan midfielder Sulley Muntari
(13) broke the deadlock early on, before
Chelsea star Essien (53) added a second
to make it four wins from four for the
westAfricans in Group D.

They now join hosts South Africa,
Brazil, Holland, Japan, Australia, South
Korea and North Korea as the eighth
team to qualify.

The 26-year-old said: "It was so

important to win, regardless of how we
achieved the result. It is still special for
us professionals to return home and
bring joy to the people of Ghana.

"Teamwork brought us success as in
previous qualifiers. The side did not feel
under pressure because we are used to
playing in front of packed crowds like
the one inAccra tonight.

"The people of Ghana wanted us to
win and we did not let them down. What
a fantastic feeling to be the first African
country to qualify for the first World
Cup to be staged inAfrica.''

Serbian Rajevac, who only took
charge of Ghana in August last year,
described the achievement as his
greatest ever success.

He told www.kickoffghana.com:
"Ghana has been there once and they
understand that it is important to be there
again. The second time is always
significant and I am so happy for
everyone who came out here today.

"This is my greatest success as a
coach and I hope there will be more to
come.''

Essien delighted to book
ticket to South Africa

A nother loss forArgentina, this time against Paraguay, drops
the squad out of contention for an automatic qualifying
spot. Now Maradona must find a way to get his team to

contend for the remaining playoff spot versus the fourth-placed
team from CONCACAF.

Argentine Agony

Former Nigeria captain Sunday
Oliseh says that if Nigeria fail to
qualify for the 2010 World Cup,

football in the country must be
overhauled.

Oliseh expressed his concern
following Nigeria's 2-2 home draw with
Tunisia left them second in their group.

"The situation is now a dire one,
because the only chance we have of going
to the World Cup now is if Tunisia falters"
he told BBC Sport.

Oliseh, who played for Nigeria at both
the 1994 and 1998World Cups said he had
a feeling of deja vu.

"This is like old music playing all over
again" he complained.

"It was the same situation [qualifying
for the 2006 World Cup] with Angola. We
drew with them at home and then we had
to hope for Angola to falter. They did not
falter and they went on to go to Germany
and we didn't".

Oliseh said there have been problems
with the team for the last seven years since

Oliseh calls for change
his generation retired and criticised the
running of the game in the country.

"Everything starts from the top. If the
top isn't right it trickles down to the bottom
and the players are at the bottom end of the
ladder because they are the ones that have
to perform" he said.

"It's no secret that we don't have a
federation" he said. "It's no secret we don't
have a competent administration".

However the former central midfielder
believes the current administration and
technical crew need to finish the job.

But if Nigeria don't make it to South
Africa Oliseh believes there needs to be a
complete reshuffle at the Nigerian Football
Federation.

"We have no choice" he said. "It would
be a shame for this major tournament being
held on our continent for the first time ever,
not to have our country in it.

The former skipper still has a slim hope
of Nigeria's qualification. "It's a doubtful
one, but in football never say never" he
said.

A ngola's readiness to host the
2010 Africa Cup of Nations
will come under scrutiny on

Wednesday.
The tournament is just four months

away and intense preparations are
continuing in the country.

The Confederation of African
Football (Caf) will consider the plans at
a meeting in Cairo.

"I am flying to Cairo, to meet my
colleagues, receive the reports and then
make an assessment," South Africa's
Danny Jordaan said onTuesday.

Dr Jordaan, the Chief Executive of
the Local Organising Committee for the
2010 World Cup, is a member of Caf's
Nations Cup committee as well.

"As yet, no decision has been taken
thatAngola is in danger, " he said.

Caf said the meeting was a scheduled
event which had been planned for a long
time.

The southernAfrican nation is facing
a tight timetable in its bid to be ready in
time for the finals, which run from 10-
31 January.

While the stadiums in Cabinda,
Benguela and Lubango are on track,
construction workers are operating
round-the-clock to complete the
Luanda stadium, which will host the
final.

Meanwhile, two new airports at both
Benguela and Lubango are only set to
open in December - leaving little time
for operational tests.

In a visit to Angola in July, Caf
President Issa Hayatou expressed
confidence in the country's preparations
following a six-day tour.

Nations Cup plans
under scrutiny

M anchester United skipper
Rio Ferdinand could
return to action this

weekend against Tottenham at
White Hart Lane, Sir Alex Ferguson
has confirmed.

The England star was injured on
the eve of the Premier League
season when he damaged a thigh in
training.

He was expected to be out for a

Ferdinand in contention

K ano Pillars' f irst choice
goalkeeper, Theophilus Joel,
will not be part of his team's

CAF Champions League GroupAmatch
on Sunday as he has been suspended for
one game after he received his second
booking in the series in the home win
over Sudan'sAl Hilal a fortnight ago.

"Joel is out of this match because of
suspension," Pillars coach Ivo Sajh told
newsmen "It will now be either Norbert
Omeregie or Olabisi [Adewunmi], who
will be in goal against Zesco on
Sunday."

The 19-year-old is one of the stars of
the team, who are making their debut in
the CAF Champions League this year.
He is Pillars assistant captain and has
proved to be an inspirational figure in
the team's quest to be African
Champions, impressive against both Al
Ahly of Egypt and Zesco in Zambia.

Pillars will welcome back sweeper
Maurice Chigozie, who has served out a
two-match ban.

Former international Ahmed Garba
'Yaro Yaro' is set to make the squad for
Sunday's cracker, despite being dropped
for the match againstAl Hilal two weeks
ago.

"He is working very hard now and we
will be counting on his experience as
well," said Sajh.

Pillars are second in Group A of the
Champions League behind leaders Al
Hilal, while Zesco are third with five
points from four matches. Pillars have
previously tied 1-1 with the Zambian
champions.

Kano Pillars
Goalkeeper For

Zesco Clash

CAF Champions League:

month, but he is now well ahead of
schedule and Ferguson has
confirmed that he is in contention to
play this weekend.

"Rio has been in training this
week and has a got a chance for
Saturday," United boss Ferguson
said.

"I'm not sure how big a chance
but he has got a chance.

"I don't know if there is any

injuries with the players coming
back from games but I think the
England players are all right."

Ferguson has lost John O'Shea
with a calf injury, but Gary Neville,
Fabio da Silva and Wes Brown are
also fit again and Ferguson is pleased
with his options in the back four.

"We're better off than we have
been for months, in terms of
defensive options," he said.


