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“God provides for the birds, but He doesn’t
hand-deliver food to their nests”.

...Separating the truth from falsehood.
www.beamnewsonline.com

Twice Weekly Vol. 7 No. 37 September 11 - 17, 2009

Lampard salutes
performance

I rank Lampard believes England'$etter for the World Cup.”

5-1 win over Croatia at Wembley The 31-year-old is all too aware that
on Wednesday was their besthere is still work to do before England can
performance ofthe group stages so far. be classed amongst the favourites for the

Lampard helped himself to two goalsNorld Cup next summer but Lampard is
as Fabio Capello's men erased memori&sen to enjoy the moment.
of the 3-2 defeat at the hands of Croatia "Even though it's been a great
almost two years ago, a result whicttampaign for us there is still more to do,"
ended England's hopes of qualifying fohe added.

Euro 2008, to book their place at next "With and without the ball we were top
summer's World Cup finals. draw to beat a team like Croatia like we did

The Chelsea man was one of onlgo comfortably is some performance.
three survivors from thatteam thattookto "We will keep a level head, it's
the field on Wednesday, with Stevermportant the fans enjoy it, they should
Gerrard - another who started that fatefuédnjoy it because two years ago nobody
night - also grabbing a brace. enjoyeditsolet's enjoyit."

Wayne Rooney capped off a The former West Ham youngster's two
performance that Lampard feels is ugoals took him to the 20-goal mark for
there with the best he has been involveBngland and he insisted he was keen to add
inwith England. to hisimpressive tally.

"It feels great. It's what we set out to "l am pleased. The last two games have
do, win all our games in the manner thabeen very good to me. | have had a couple
we have done finishing off with tonightof penalties but you have to stick them
with our best performance is veryaway,"he highlighted.
special," he told Sky Sports. "I am enjoying my football again for

"After the lows of two years ago this isEngland and | am playing in a team that's
the highest really and it's a moment tgot such work rate and such quality in it |
enjoy and after that | am hoping to keepust want to keep enjoying it and keep
working hard and improving and getgoing.”

Chimbonda

working hard

lackburn Rovers new signing Pasc
Chimbonda admits he is still working
on hisfitness.

Chimbonda joined Rovers at the end
last month from Tottenham, and he mad@®
his debut against West Ham just dayg
later.

But the 30-year-old admits he is stil
building towards match fitness afte
going a number of months without actio

"Towards the end of the first half | was
getting a little bit tired because it is a long

iniesta back for Barca [ e mrCaii

e _ _ "Butin the second half | feltgood.
B arcelona midfielder Andresprior to May's European final but played

" 3 [l H §
Iniesta has finally been given thethrough the pain. However, the 25-year-old | think after I've played five games thep
all clear to return to action afteraggravated the injury and then his recovery Will sShow everyone comfortably | can play.
spending the entire summer on thevascomplicated by aviralinfection. Chimbonda, a right-back by trade, also

sidelines with a thigh muscle injury. Barcelona medics put the midfielder .4: i
The Spain international, who helpedhrough a series of tests on Wednesdayrelterated that he is happy to play anywhere for

the national team to win Euro 2008, hasnoming before declaring him fit. Iniesta tHh€ Cause. -
not played since the Blaugrana'svill now go into manager Pep Guardiola's "My real position is right-back
Champions League final win oversquad for the game against Getafe at thept if the manager asks meto
Manchester United in Rome on May 27. weekend but is unlikely to start for the La | tre-back
Iniesta suffered a small tear in his thigh_iga champions. play centre-back ofr
left-back to help

the team I willdo
it. | like to be
on the pitch,"
he said.

Oliseh calls

for change
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Argentine Agony

nother loss for Argentina, this time against Paraguay, dr

the squad out of contention for an automatic qualifyi

spot. Now Maradona must find a way to get his team
contend for the remaining playoff spot versus the fourth-pla
team from CONCACAF.

Essien delighted to book
ticket to South Africa

Ollseh Ca”S for Change M qualifying for the World Cup us professionals to return home a

Former Nigeria captain Sundayhis generation retired and criticised th finals after he scored one of two goalring joy to the people of Ghana.

€. i "
Oliseh says that if Nigeria fail to running ofthe game inthe country. against Sudan to help Ghana seal a place "Teamwork brought us success as
qualify for the 2010 World Cup,  "Everything starts from the top. If the

atnextyear's showpiece event. previous qualifiers. The side did not fe
football in the country must be topisn'trightittrickles down tothe bottom | "€ Black Stars, who made their firsunder pressure because we are use
overhauled. and the players are at the bottom end of th@PPearance at the 2006 tournament playing in front of packed crowds liks

Oliseh expressed his concerradder because they are the ones that hafeermany, became the firstAfrican natiorthe one in Accratonight.

ichael Essien is revelling inimportant to win, regardless of how wjg
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Nations Cup plans

under scrutiny

ngola's readiness to host the

2010 Africa Cup of Nations

will come under scrutiny on
Wednesday.

The tournament is just four months
away and intense preparations are
continuing inthe country.

The Confederation of African
Football (Caf) will consider the plans at
ameetingin Cairo.

"I am flying to Cairo, to meet my
colleagues, receive the reports and then
make an assessment,” South Africa's
Danny Jordaan said on Tuesday.

Dr Jordaan, the Chief Executive of
the Local Organising Committee for the
2010 World Cup, is a member of Caf's
Nations Cup committee as well.

"As yet, no decision has been taken
thatAngolaisin danger, " he said.

Caf said the meeting was a scheduled
eventwhich had been planned for along
time.

The southern African nation is facing
atight timetable in its bid to be ready in
time for the finals, which run from 10-
31 January.

While the stadiums in Cabinda,
Benguela and Lubango are on track,
construction workers are operating
round-the-clock to complete the
Luanda stadium, which will host the
final.

Meanwhile, two new airports at both
Benguela and Lubango are only set to
open in December - leaving little time
for operational tests.

In a visit to Angola in July, Caf
President Issa Hayatou expressed
confidence in the country's preparations
following a six-day tour.

CAF Champions League
Kano Pillars

Goalkeeper For
Zesco Clash

ano Pillars' first choice
goalkeeper, Theophilus Joel,

K will not be part of his team's

tdCAF Champions League Group Amatch

D

following Nigeria's 2-2 home draw with to perform™he said. to book their place in South Africa aftera "The people of Ghana wanted us
Tunisia leftthem second in their group. "It's no secret that we don't have a2-OscorelineinAccra-the resultcoupledvin and we did not let them down. Wh

ton Sunday as he has been suspended for

"The situation is now a dire one,federation” he said. "It's no secret we don'with Benin's 1-1 draw with Mali earlier a fantastic feeling to be the first Africajjone game after he received his second

because the only chance we have of gointtave a competent administration”. inthe day securing their passage.

to the World Cup now is if Tunisia falters" ~ However the former central midfielder It left Milovan Rajevac's team Cuptobe stagedinAfrica."

he told BBC Sport. believes the current administration ancheeding awin atthe Ohene Djan Stadium Serbian Rajevac, who only to
Oliseh, who played for Nigeria at bothtechnical crew need to finish the job.

the 1994 and 1998 World CUpS saidhehad But if Nigel’ia don't make it to South Spectatorslthey did notd|sappo|nt described the achievement as
afeeling of dejavu. Africa Oliseh believes there needs to be a |nter Vjilan midfielder Sulley Muntari greatest ever success.

"This is like old music playing all over complete reshuffle at the Nigerian Football(ls) broke the deadlock early on, before He told www.kickoffghana.com
again" he complained. Federation. : ' X

"It was the same situation [qualifying "We have no choice" he said. "It would

for the 2006 World Cup] with Angola. We be a shame for this majortournamentbeinto make it four wins from four for the understandthatitisimportantto be thg

drew with them at home and then we hadield on our continent for the first time ever,g"e_ls_th'a‘f”CanS In Qrohup D. South Afri a_ga|_?_. The sdeclond time hIS alw?_
to hope for Angola to falter. They did notnotto have our country init. ey now Join hosts South Africa, significant an am so happy 19

falter and they went on to go to Germany The former skipper still has a slim hopeBraZ”' Holland, Japan, Australia, Slouthev?ryqne_who came outhere today.
and we didn't". of Nigeria's qualification. "It's a doubtful Korea and North Korea as the eighth "This is my greatest success as

Oliseh said there have been problemsne, but in football never say never" heteamtoqualify. _ coach and | hope there will be more
with the team for the last seven years sincgaid. The 26-year-old said: "It was socome.”

Ferdinand in contentio

anchester United skipper month, but he is now well ahead ofinjuries with the players coming

Rio Ferdinand could schedule and Ferguson haback from games but | think the

return to action this confirmed thatheisincontentiontoEngland players are all right."
weekend against Tottenham aplaythis weekend. Ferguson has lost John O'She
White Hart Lane, Sir Alex Ferguson "Rio has been in training thiswith a calf injury, but Gary Neville,
has confirmed. week and has a got a chance fdFabio da Silva and Wes Brown ar
The England star was injured onSaturday,” United boss Fergusomlso fitagain and Fergusonis please
the eve of the Premier Leaguesaid. with his options in the back four.
season when he damaged a thigh in "I'm not sure how big a chance "We're better off than we have
training. but he has gotachance. been for months, in terms of
He was expected to be out for a "I don't know if there is any defensive options,"he said.

country to qualify for the first World| booking in the series in the home win

over Sudan's Al Hilal a fortnight ago.
"Joel is out of this match because of

and, in front of a capacity 45,000charge of Ghana in August last yearsuspension,” Pillars coach Ivo Sajh told

igewsmen "It will now be either Norbert
Omeregie or Olabisi [Adewunmi], who
will be in goal against Zesco on

Chelsea star Essien (53) added a secot@hana has been there once and tfe§unday.”

re The 19-year-old is one of the stars of
dhe team, who are making their debut in

rthe CAF Champions League this year.
He is Pillars assistant captain and has
proved to be an inspirational figure in

dhe team's quest to be African
Champions, impressive against both Al
Ahly of Egyptand Zesco in Zambia.

Pillars will welcome back sweeper
Maurice Chigozie, who has served out a
two-match ban.

Former international Ahmed Garba
"Yaro Yaro' is set to make the squad for
Sunday's cracker, despite being dropped
for the match against Al Hilal two weeks
ago.

"He is working very hard now and we
will be counting on his experience as
well," said Sajh.

Pillars are second in Group A of the
Champions League behind leaders Al
Hilal, while Zesco are third with five
points from four matches. Pillars have
previously tied 1-1 with the Zambian
champions.




