Elton John wants
to adopt toddler

between England and the Ukraine as a serious
potential problem.

"l don't know what the procedure is to
adopt a boy from the Ukraine. | don't
think | can because England doesn't
have a treaty with the Ukraine," he
said.

But he said the fact that Furnish,
46, is Canadian may provide an
avenue for adoption from the
Ukraine. Some countries
also make it difficult for gay
couplesto adopt.

John and Furnish toured the
orphanage where John
performed for thechildren aspart
of hisAIDS Foundation work.
Ukraine has one of the
fastest rising rates of
HIV infection in
Europe.
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pop star Elton John has decided he
wants to join the ranks of A-list
celebritieswith adopted children.

But it'snot clear if John, 62, will be ableto
adopt, and the Rocket Man star has not yet
started formal proceedings, which are often
long and complicated.

John and longtime partner David
Furnish are interested in trying to
adopt aUkrainian toddler named
Lev they met during an
orphanagetour there.

The singer told reporters
in Ukraine on Saturday that
Furnish has long wanted to
adopt a child but that he
wasreluctant until he met
Lev at an orphanage
where many of the
children's parents have
diedfromAIDS.

"David always
wanted to adopt a
child and | always
said 'no' because |
am 62 and | think
because of the
traveling | do and
the life | have,
maybe it
wouldn't be
fair for the
child,"” John
said.

I ook out, Madonna and Angelina Jolie

~Banky W

eisone of the returnee music players gaining follower ship

by the day. Good looks, raunchy dance moves and a velvety

voice are some of the qualities that' ave endeared him to so

many.

Olubankole Wellington was born in United States but brought
to Nigeria for primary and secondary schooling before
returning to the States when he was 17. Third in a
family of four siblings, his first stage
performance in Nigeria was at the debut of
the Nigeria Music Video Awards
(NMVA) in Lagos, 2008 where he
performed Ebute Metta, are mix of

Rihanna'sfamousUmbrella.

That was the beginning of his
music career in Nigeriaashewent
onto release hisfirst Nigerian hit
abum titled Capable. And that
was the sea as Banky joined
other A-list artistes and
additionally got the aias Mr
Capable. Largely mis perceived
as arrogant, Banky speaks very
humbly of his music career in
Nigeria, how he convinced
his parents to let him return

for music sake, and why
peoplethink he'sarrogant.

Didyou expect the paceat

which your career has
moved between 2008
when you relocated to

"B ut Nigeriaand now?
having seen I'd say yes at the risk
Lev today, | of sounding too
would love to confident or cocky

since | know I'm not
such person. I'm

actually very humbled by
teh way God has brought
me and where my fans have

brought me, and I'm very
appreciative of the position I'm
in.
But | think, for anyone doing
something like this, you need to have the
ability to dream, you have to believe in
yourself and you have to dream that you are the

adopt him. |
don't know how
we do that but he
has stolen my heart.
And he has stolen David's
heart and it would be
wonderful if we can have ahome.
|'vechanged my mindtoday."

He acknowledged bureaucratic
hurdles may make adoption of a
Ukrainian child impossible, citing the
lack of a formal adoption protocol

Video MusicAwards, Kanye West's hijacking of
ountry-pop sweetheart Taylor Swift's speech at
the Sunday night ceremony wasparticularly brutal.

The pre-show buzz had focused on the highly
anticipated tribute to the late Michael Jackson, but
West'sdisruption stolethe spotlight.

A giddy Swift was in the midst of her acceptance
speech for Best Femal e Video when the often-mercurial
West rushed onstage, grabbed her microphone and let
loose an outburst on behalf of singer Beyonce Knowles,
who hadlost out inthat category.

I ven by the standards of the anything-goesM TV

Kanye West

SP
show at M TV Awards

.Disrupts Swift's speech; tributeto MJ

referring to the girl group with which she had her start. "So |
But audiences who stayed tuned until the end of the wouldlikefor Taylor to come out and have her moment.”

planned -- a point it had to stress after a walkout by
singer Eminem at last year's event turned out to be
staged.

Hip-hop superstar West, who was pictured before

broadcast were treated to a touching bookend: Speaking to reporters later, Swift was understated about

Knowles, the night's top winner, invited Swift onstage her takeonthedisruption.

and gavetheteen singer her moment inthespotlight. "| wasexcited to be onstage because | just wontheaward.  the ceremony swigging a bottle of Cognac, was
"l remember being 17 years old, up for my first Andthen| wasexcited that Kanye West was onstage. Then, | escorted from the building after the rant, the network

MTV award with Destiny's Child, and it wasone of the Wasn't excited anymore," shesaid. said.

most exciting moments of my life," Knowles said, MTV told journalists the West-Swift incident was not
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Dreams, self belief
brought methisfar

best at what you do, and that you'll get there, whatever
your goasare. | wasraised to believe that it's possible to
bethebest. So, | did expecttobebig.

Peoplethink my paceisfast becausel movedtoNigeriain
February 2008 and I've only been here for about a year.
However, if you think about when | started making music
officially, which wasin 2003, five years of constant hard
work and pouring your savings into a dream without
making money fromitisnot an overnight success.

What brought you toNigeriain Dec 20077

Mr Capable... Truly Capable

| came around because my sister- the only daughter of the
family, was getting married. | had been in touch with DJ
Humility and he actually broke Ebute-Metta here. | went
tomeet him at Ocean view and the next thing | knew | was
to perform without back up dancers. Sometimes, the
spontaneous performances are always the best onesand |
think thecrowdreally likedit.

It (Ebute Metta) became so big in Nigeriathat it actually
put meoff from doing any more mix because | didn't want
peopleto put meinthat box.

That definitely opened doorsfor mein Nigeriaand it was
the beginning of music for me in Nigeria. Later, | met
Chief Dele Momodu outside the country. He had seen me
performin Canada. After theevent, hecalled measideand
said, “ Seetheway all thesegirlsarescreaming.

Whatever you're doing here, school, work, bla,blaiscool.
But you have something special that your people back
home need.” | knew already before he said so but | was
tryingto figure out how to go about it.

Howwasit makingupyour mindtoreturn?

That kind of decision is never easy because you have a
routine you're aready used to. And aso it's tough to
explain to your parentsthat you're leaving this very good
jobafter goingto school for somany years.

Did you tell your parents the truth that you were
returningtodomusic?

Well, | had to at that point becausethey knew thecompany
| was working for didn't have a branch in Nigeria. So, |
couldn't come up with that. But for me, it was something |
had alwaysdreamt.

It was athing that if | didn't come back and at least try, it
wouldforever nagat meand| didn't want regretswhen|'m
older with kids. You know how parents aways have
fabulous tales of things they could have done when they
wereyounger... blabla.

| didn't want that. | wanted to test myself to seeif | had
what it takes to do this (music) full time. What | told my
folkswas “Listen, thisthing is eating at me. If | don't do
this, I'm never really gonna be happy. If | go and God
forbid, it doesn't work out and | fall flat on my face, |
already have an education. | can come back and get
another job or go back to school and get a second degree
or something elseafterwards. Just let metry”.

Andwhat didthey say?

My parents are lovely people. They encourage and
support me in whatever | do. | know they were nervous
about meleaving the security of what | had but | told them
to just give me atime frame. In fact, it'sfunny. | told my
parents, “givemeayear. Let meseewherel endup”.
Really, | wasjust telling them that to get them off my back.
When | came back for my sister's wedding, because |
aready had asong on radio, people were dragging me to
different places. So, | already saw that | fit in. So,
basically | went back to America to quit my job, close
shop and then break the news to my family that | was
moving back.

When precisely didayear start counting?

It started counting February 14, 2008, St. Valentine's day.
That waswhen | moved back into thecountry.

While growing up, did you think you'd end up doing
this?

Yes, | dlwaysdreamt of it.

Haveyou ever considered takingup acting?

In Nigeria, yes. But not until this album is done. Plus, it
would have to be the right script and the right quality for
metodoit.

When | was growing up, | did everything in the arts-
painting, drawing, singing, acting, wroteplays.... Infact,
shout out to my English teacher in secondary school (Mr
Oke) who saw something extra in me, especialy, my
talent in entertainment at Home Science Sec. School.
When | came back to the country, | went to the school,
Home Science Secondary School to see him and he said
he'd have been surprised if | turned out to be somebody
elsethat didn't have anything doingwithmusic.

| sthereany Nigerian actor you admire?
I'mahugeRMD fan (Richard Mofe Damijo). My growing
upyearsin Lagosmade mefamiliar with him. When | met
him at an occasion in December 2007, | was star struck.
Andthen hesaid heloved my music. | wasso shocked and
waslike'ohme'.

It was amost like | was meeting my own version of
Denzel Washington.

Why do peopleperceiveyou asarrogant?

That'sabit complicating. Thetruth of the matter ispeople
have this perception because they only seeyouon TV and
on stage. Tetruthisthat in avideo or on stage, you haveto
exudeacertain energy to captivatean audience. The other
thing is that when you're a public face, you don't know
anyonebut everyoneknowsyou.

When people see you and because you didn't give them
that smile or reception that they are looking for,
automatically, you are a cocky, arrogant person even
thoughyou'renot.



