JUST @S 1S dOne 1N SPOrTs. Imagine now 1t would
have been if every country were to head to South
Africa for the World Cup if there had been no
preliminaries or qualifiers.

Anambra State has continued to make history
since the dawn of the Fourth Republic, at least. It
is no longer news that the state once produced two
African legends (Zik of Africa that led in freeing
the continent from colonial clutches and Ojukwu
who led a rebellion to free his Igbo kinsmen), a
vice president, one of Africa's legendary novelists
(Chinua Achebe), a CBN Governor, the biggest
commercial city in West Africa, etc. What is more
is not just that the state produced enough
nightmares since the dawn of the present republic
to rubbish our brand of democracy, but that it has
helped Nigeria to produce historic judicial
wonders such as Peter Obi at the Supreme Court
and a new definition of what a tenure means, Also,
Anambra has shown us wholesale or
containerization of an election through Chris
Uba. The nation also learnt that for every
wholesale dealer, there is a wholesale buyer as in
ChrisNgige.

Now, Peter Obi has made another history; that
a party without a lawmaker in the House can
survive a tenure and win a genuine re-election. It
is one of the wonders of presidential democracy
because if it were in Britain, Obi would not be
governor because he would need to be a
parliamentarian first and then leader of the
majority party in parliament.

Although Obi looked downcast like other
candidates at the onset on the election day when
he could not even get the chance to vote, he has
joined some others to hail the election as the freest
and fairest so far in Nigeria in recent times. By the
testimony of many opposition groups and the civil
society community, the victory of Obi is genuine.
At last the testimony of the Anambra Election
Monitoring Board, Ikeazor Akariwe, can stand
for the “neutral” world. Akariwe, accompanied
by other members of the board including Mike
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Ozekhome (SAN), Anselm Okolo, Olufemi
Aduwo and Festus Okoye, etc, had declared that
despite the challenges evident on Saturday, (voting
did not take place in as many of 520 units
according to Ngige, the election represented a
watershed in Nigeria. He has even expressed the
confidence that INEC would improve on its
performance, despite the fact that Ngige informed
INEC about the 520 units many days earlier and
they promised to resolve it but did nothing. So, we
can all now use these figures as reliable standards
of analysis, however.

Here are the top figures, for those who have not
had the time to study them. Obi- 97, 843; Chris
Nwabueze Ngige- 60, 240; Chukwuma Soludo-
59,355; Andy Uba - 26, 106; Nicholas Ukachukwu
20, 777; Uche Ekwunife - 9, 555. INEC said that

majority that matters to any political leader, not
just to occupy office. Obi is intelligent and capable
of knowing this. He should be encouraged to begin
to build bridges and tackle those problems that
have held Anambra down: violent robbery,
kidnapping, and general intolerance. As for the
political gladiators that do not take leave from
fomenting trouble, he should simply leave them in
the hands of God.

Another lesson is the reaction of Chukwuman
Soludo, who addressed the press and accepted the
result, saying it was not a contest between him and
Obi but a contest for the future of Anambra State.
That is how it is done in civilized societies, to
reduce tension. He has led by example, for one day,
he may win and others must do so unto him, He is
the first contestant from a big party in any election
in Nigeria to come out immediately and accept a
result, even if he had to point out errors. Andy Uba
has also followed this path of honour. Probably, it
is a sign that if elections are fairly organized, the
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Another lesson for Soludo is purely personal to him. In less
than one year, a man who was the toast of the international
and national financial community, a here in financial
wizardry, lost a contest to be governor; first to govern the CBN
again, and next to govern his own state. By these, the FG had
said "to hell' with his wizardry and chose to install another
regime that is healing us by killing us. His own people have
also rejected his Dubai Concept and have asked him to keep

his prosperity idea or at best take it elsewhere.
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€1ection as ey aid In 1YY/ 1N1S 1S Wnat party
leadership is all about. The party must connect
with the people and allow the best to emerge in
their primaries. This is where the ruling party
loses steam and begins to do magic to survive.

Finally, there is a lesson for the polity. The
Anambra election may not be free and fair but it
has been accepted by all, despite the outbursts of
the AC and some others. The flaws are real and
genuine but peace is reigning because it is not in
favour of the PDP. We must tell ourselves that,
look, some of the outbursts are orchestrated by
the splinter of opposition who belong both to the
civil society groups, press, and at the same time to
the political class, and we know it. If the PDP had
been declared winner even with the most glaring
evidence, the whole opposition group would see
nothing but gloom and blood ahead. The fact that
520 polling units were not used out of over 4,623
shows that at least 130,000 voters including Obi
himself were disenfranchised. (a unit has a
maximum of 500 voters but we are using half of
that figure as estimated number of those
disenfranchised) This cannot be an ideal thing,
and if Obi had lost, the world would have known
the import of his not voting and its judicial
impact.

Ojukwu has had his last wish granted, though
it may not be clear how this was done because if
97,834 heeded his appeal, 186,000 did not.
Whatever, Obi can now go back to work. He
remains a hero or even a legend, for facing the
mega mafia in 2003 and winning even if it was in
court, for squaring up with the lords of the PDP in
2007 stopping their victory, for collecting the
government back at the Supreme Court after
being edged out by Andy Uba, for fighting back
against opposition lawmakers, and finally for re-
capturing the state from those who could have
clearly won the February 10 election.

The figures are there, the facts are there, but
the truth is also there. We join in congratulating
Peter Obi.
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